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INTRODUCTION 
 
Today the interest in the origins of the Ukrainian people is growing; 

people are rethinking the milestones of the history. The knowledge of the past 
builds a bridge to the future, forecast the prospects. History of Ukrainian 
Statehood and Culture is one of the key social humanitarian disciplines in Kyiv 
National University of Construction and Architecture. It is an element of the 
Bachelor Degree Level Training Cycle.  

The aim is to train specialists of construction and related spheres realizing 
social importance of their professional activity and capable to realize it at 
national level and in conditions of global world. The elements of this aim 
achievement are development of civil liability, patriotism, ethical and moral 
values, historical conscience as a basis of public conscience, realizing the 
belonging of Ukraine to European Historical Cultural Space. Awareness of 
historical basis of development of construction complex, learning knowledge on 
cultural historical trends and styles, their influence on urban construction, 
features of their evolution, role of state in development of construction and 
architecture are very important. 

The course is divided in modules (History of Ukrainian Statehood and 
Ukrainian Culture from ancient times to early 21st century), modules are 
divided in lectures. The first module reveals regularities and features of 
development of the Ukrainian ethnos and other ethnic communities of Ukraine, 
activities of national liberation movement, phases of the Ukrainian state 
development. As students studied the history of Ukraine at school, emphasis 
was put not on events but on their understanding, at lessons of history 
considering the growth of awareness of students. The second module reveals 
the development of the Ukrainian culture. Every lecture contains issues for self-
control and vocabulary (bold italics), every module has a list of literature.  

The authors used their own experience of teaching social studies, 
guideline of the Ministry of Education and Science of Ukraine, Kyiv National 
University of Construction and Architecture and proposals of students on 
organization of educational process. 
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MODULE  1 
HISTORY OF UKRAINIAN STATEBUILDING 

 
Lecture 1. FEATURES OF ETHNOGENESIS OF UKRAINE’S 

POPULATION  
Plan 

1. Ethnicity and ethnogenesis. 
2. Features of development of Ukrainian ethnos. 
3. Historical range of ethnic groups of Ukraine. 

 
Ethnicity and ethnogenesis 

Development of state is closely related to ethno-social processes. Ethnos 
is a historically formed group of people which are joined together by a range of 
objective and subjective factors (origin, territory, language, religion, economy, 
self-conscience, self-name, psychology, etc.).  For  a  long time a  lot  of  attention 
in science was paid to objective characteristics of ethnos. Hence, territory 
fosters to formation of economic, social, cultural ties of the population. Fertile 
lands influenced the importance of agriculture in the life of the Ukrainians. 
Their folklore keeps traditions of fertility cult, religious holidays depend on 
seasonal works on land. The language is an important information carrier about 
the people.  

But neither objective characteristic is a definitive and obligatory one. 
Some ethnic groups do not have defined territory, for example, the Gypsies. The 
Jewish people had lived outside the Holy Land. There are diasporic ethnic 
groups, for example, the absolute majority of the Armenians live outside 
Armenia. 

The same is concerning the language. Different peoples often use one 
language (the Americans and Englishmen, the Germans and the Austrians). 
Simultaneously, one language does not mean its knowing. 80% of Irishmen do 
not speak Goidelic but they are the most known nationalists.  

Hence, ethnic identity, i.e. identification of a man or group with ethnic 
community is not limited by objective evidence, but includes self-conscience, 
solidarity. Moreover, people also experience the objective evidence; they 



8 
 

Modern Identity (krytyka.com) 

become the symbols of values important for them. That’s why self-
identification with community is a result of human choice.  

This choice is influenced by different 
social subjects – from family to state and 
other states. This influence is competitive and 
lifelong. According to E. Renan, an individual 
make choice in favour of community every 
day. Competition of social influence means 
that an individual may change his/her choice. 
Hence, identity is variable and is considered 
by science as process of (self)identification. 
History task is to study the process of 
identities formation.  

It influences the ethnogenesis 
understanding. Although the Greek word 

 means "origin", ethnogenesis does 
not mean not only origin of peoples, but also 

their further development through process of self-identification so as in the 
result of external identification. Ethnogenesis is ‘beginning, coming into being’, 
i.e. the process is endless. States own the biggest resources for influence on 
ethnogenesis. But the list of agents is not limited by them. It depends on the 
system of social relations and if actions of the state and politicians contradict 
development of this system, crises in society development are inevitable. 

 
Features of development of Ukrainian ethnos  

The Ukrainian ethnos is indigenous in Ukraine. Its features are seen since 
the ancient time. First people appeared in Ukraine 1 million years ago. Relation 
of cultural traditions between the Ukrainians and ancient communities has been 
existing since the Eneolithic. Then in Ukraine the Trypillian culture ( V–  
thousand B.C.) dominated. The signs of this culture related to community-based 
structure, family household, agricultural rituals, architecture traditions, cult of 
fertility were in the life of the Ukrainians. It doesn’t mean that the people of this 
culture are the basis of the Ukrainian ethnos but means the continuous 
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Migration Period (http://the-barbarians.ru) 

ethnocultural process in interfluve area of the Dnieper river, the Dniester and 
the Danube basin. 

After the period of the Trypillian culture the ethnical structure of 
population was changed: neolith and eneolith people were replaced by Indo-
European tribes. They were more than 200 peoples whose descendants still live 
in Europe. Later they dissolved into groups – western (Proto-Germanic peoples) 
and eastern (Balto-Slavic people). The Balto-Slavic people dissolved into 
Proto-Baltic and pre-Slavic tribes, and the latter are considered to been 
assimilated to descendants of Trypillian people.  

The Indo-European tribes were also presented by Cimmerians, Scythians, 
Sarmatians. Their influence is observed in the Black Sea region and in steppes 
of Crimea, where they had hegemony and getting into relations with other 
peoples formed 
the single 
cultural space. 
Culture of 
Cimmerians has 
come  to  us  as  a  
culture of high 
development of 
military art. 
Arms, armour, 
tactics of combat 
were taken by 
neighbouring 

peoples. Slavic 
relations with Scythians and Sarmatians influenced language and anthropologic 
type of the Ukrainians.  

It is worth mentioning about the antic period of our history. The Greeks 
established the polises since 8th century B.C. We can speak only about their 
economic relations with local peoples and separate cultural influences.  

The majority of investigators think that the ancestral home of the Slavs is 
the territory between the Dniester and the Bug River and till the Vistula. The 
population outbreak of 4th–5th centuries B.C. caused to their fragmentation. It 
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http://blogvykladachukrmovy.blogspot.com 

was the Migration Period when the tribes actively migrated through Europe 
settling in some lands. The Common Slavs dissolved in eastern, western and 
southern tribes.  

In Ukraine the Slavs 
were represented by a range of 
archeological cultures. 
Separation of Eastern Slavs 
was during Zarubintsy culture 
and Przeworsk culture (2nd 
century B.C. – 2nd century 
A.D.). 5th–7th centuries were 
key for formation of the 

Ukrainian ethnos when Kyiv, 
Prague, Penkovka, Kolotschin cultures existed. The ancestry of the Ukrainians 
were so called pre-Ukrainian tribes of Poliane, Drevliane, Severiane, Ulichi, 
Tivertsy, Duleby, White Croats. Their consolidation was in 9th-10th centuries. It 
is possible to speak about Ukrainians as a consolidated integrity during Kyiv 
Rus. Since then the state is one of key elements of ethnogenesis of the 
Ukrainians. Then they gained joint signs as ethnos. Kyiv princes strengthened 
the borders, established state authorities, Christianized, formed single written 
language. Hence, since the second half of 1st thousand A.D. the Ukrainian 
ethnos had some features: language (popular), material culture (agricultural 
tools, settlements, houses, clothes, food), traditions and customs, folklore.  

The Ukrainian written language was formed on the basis of the Church 
Slavic language. From pre-Christian times, there are no sources left but the 
scientists think that language and written language existed then. With 
Christianization education, books, culture were developed. 988 was a year of 
Christianization and birth of literature Rus language – language of clerical, 
secular books, documents. In parallel, there was a popular language – dialects, 
proverbs. Then clerical Slavic language and Rus secular language (speaking 
practice) separated. The clerical Slavic language was a unified factor, common 
language of state governance, legislation, and literature.  
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Ukrainian women (vidia.org) 

In the 14th century the Lithuanians came to Ukraine, haven’t broke its 
economic development, made the Rus language as state language. The Statutes 
of the Grand Duchy of Lithuania were written in it. The situation was different 
in the Western Ukraine. Here since the times of expansion of Casimir the Great 
the Rus language was under suppression. In 1696 the Warsaw Sejm adopted a 
rule on use of Polish language in documents within the Ukrainian territory.  

During the Polish-Lithuanian period 
book printing, brotherhoods’ schools, patrons’ 
support were important for the Ukrainian 
language. The political processes of the late 
17th and 18th centuries were hard for the 
language. The Ukrainians did not have their 
state and were torn among different cultural 
spaces. But, following the results of the 19th 
century, the Ukrainian language was not lost. 
In the 19th century the Ukrainian literary 
language was formed and in the early 20th 
century it became the state language again.  

The 20th century was a test for it. The 
loss of the statehood, territorial division, 
Russification resulted in the fact that the 
language question is still difficult. After the proclamation of the independence 
in 1991 the Ukrainian language became the state language in Ukraine, the 
element of consolidation of the Ukrainians and other ethnical communities 
around a new state. 

The religious unity is not obligatory for the ethnic community. Now the 
religion is a part of private space of a person, and society is tolerant to religions. 
But in Europe the Christianity was an important factor of the ethnogenesis. It 
became a consolidated factor, a factor of unique characteristics development of 
the Ukrainian ethnic community. 

The issue of Christianity is not limited by the Baptism in 988. It changed 
the ideology of the Kyiv state. The belief in one God became an important 
element of the unity of the ethnos and statehood. For Ukraine the religious issue 
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The Karaites (www.kalamit.info) 

was and is not just an issue of cultural unity but an issue of independent 
existence from foreign influences.  

Hence, the Ukrainians as the majority of the European ethnic groups 
appeared in 1st thousand A.D. Ethnogenesis developed according to political, 
economic, social, cultural processes. The consolidation factors were production 
relations, formed according to geography, cultural (language, religion, customs, 
rites) and political traditions and influenced the awareness of joint origin, 
(self)identification. Surely, the Ukrainian ethnos is not conservated. According 
to Yu. Bromley, "neither ethnos is eternal and unchangeable. But permanence 
of ethnic systems surely does not contradict the fact …, that permanence is one 
of the characteristics. In this case it means …slower variability of ethnic events 
in comparison to other components of social life".  

 
Historic range of ethnic groups of Ukraine 

Ukraine with its location at the intersection of cultures is a home for 
different ethnic groups. Their harmonic relations ensure the existence of state. 

Indigenous nations of Ukraine are 
Crimean Tatars, Karaites and Krymchaks. 
Crimean Tatars – a compact community 
in Crimea, steppes of Tavria and Black 
Sea region. Having separated from the 
Golden Horde, they founded the Crimean 
Khanate, which existed till 1783. In 1944 
they were deported to Uzbekistan, 

Kazakhstan, Bashkiria, Yakutia. With the 
start of democratization 100,000 Crimean Tatars returned to Crimea. 

Turkic-speaking people – the Karaites – live in Crimea, partially in 
Halychyna, Lutsk, Kyiv. Their religion is Karaism. It is believed that they are 
followers of Judaism sect recognizing a part of laws of Judaism, completing 
them with own and renewing ancient Talmud and Sadukey texts. Anan was a 
founder of Karaism, he lived in 762 in Baghdad and was outcast for attempts to 
renew Judaism in its original form, moved to Jerusalem where he founded the 
first Karaite community. 
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Armenian church in Ivano-Frankivsk 
ukrainaincognita.com 

There were 1,448 Krymchaks in 1989 (in Crimea – 604). This is the most 
ancient Jewish group which used the language similar to the Crimean Tatar.  

The most ancient settlements in Ukraine are settlements of the Jewish 
people, the Poles, Belarusians, Moldavians, Greeks and Armenians. Their 
migration had economic reasons. The first Jewish people appeared in the 10th 
century, they moved from the Khazar Khanate, but mass migration began in the 
14th century, mostly to Halychyna, Bukovina, and after the breakdown of the 
Rzeczpospolita – to other regions. They concentrated in cities. 

The Belarusians lived in Polissya 
and in Donbas, where they moved after 
the World War II. 

The Poles appeared in Ukraine in 
14th century with colonization of 
Halychyna–Volyn Principality. Vast 
colonization was in 17th –  18th centuries. 
Most of them lived in Halychyna, Volyn, 
Podillya, Kyiv region. In 1939–1941 they 
were deported to Siberia. In 1944 part of 
them came back.  

The Moldavians are often deemed to 
be the Romanians, but many of them 
realize they are a particular community. The Moldavians formed a large group 
in Halychyna–Volyn Principality. The mass migration from Turkish repressions 
was in 16th century to the Left bank of the Dniester River and Bukovina. Their 
centre was in Bessarabia.  

The Greeks have been living in Ukraine since foundation of cities and 
towns in the Black sea region. They moved to the Azov Sea region and were 
even deported during the Soviet times. 

The Armenians were referred for the first time in the 7th century. The 
Kyiv princes had relations with Armenia. In the 8th century Lviv became the 
centre of Armenian eparchy. The Armenians lived in Kamyanets-Podilskyi, 
Kyiv, Lutsk, Halych, Ivano-Frankivsk, south of Ukraine.  

The largest ethnic group of Ukraine are the Russians. Their mass 
migration started in the 18th century because of Tsar policy concerning land 
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The Gagauzes (gagauz.org.ua) 

development. They actively moved to Left Bank Ukraine, Slobozhanschyna, 
steppe areas of the South, Tavriya, Donbas. After World War II, their number 
significantly increased.  

A particular group are peoples of Europe living in Ukraine. The 
Bulgarians live in Odesa region, Zaporizhia region, Azov Sea region and in 
other regions. The bulgarians are the product of fusion of the Balkanian Slavs 
and Bulgar-Turks from Asia. In Poltava region the founder of the Bulgarian 
state Khan Kubrat is buried. Since 18th century a part of the Bulgarians moved 
to the Black Sea region from the Turkish pressure. The Hungarians, whose 

ancestral home is eastern CisUrals, 
moved to the Carpathians in 9th century 
and settled in the central part of the 
Danube region. They live in 
Transcarpathia in Ukraine. The 
Romanians moved to Chernivtsi region 
in 13th and 15th centuries.  

The Gagauzes live in Odesa, 
Mykolaiv, Dnipropetrovsk regions, in 
Donbas. It’s a small people; there is no 
exact evaluation of their origin. The 

Gagauzes think they are Orthodox Albanians (i.e. descendants of the Illyrian 
tribes who lived in the Balkans). 
 

Control questions 
What factors are determining during formation of ethnic groups? 
Describe territory where the Ukrainian ethnos developed? 
Which ethnic groups influenced the development of the Ukrainians? 
Which archeological cultures were basic in Ukrainians’ development?  
Which peoples live in Ukraine? What was the history of their movement 

to the Ukrainian territories?  
 

Terms  
ARCHEOLOGICAL CULTURE – a permanent group of types of 

archeological remains of a social organism within common territory; they 
changed and developed in close interrelations. Interrelations of elements of 
material culture reflect the social structure of society.  
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ASSIMILATION – fusion of two peoples with loss of language, culture, 
national identity by one of them. It can be natural and artificial, full and partial. 

COLONIZATION – 1) settlement and economic development of free and 
marginal lands (internal C.); 2) organization of settlements outside the country 
(external C.); 3) transformation of independent country into colony by its 
military, economic and political capture.  

CONSOLIDATION – fusion of ethnic groups which are close by their 
language and culture resulted in formation of larger ethnic community.  

ETHNOGENESIS – the origin of peoples based on ethnic components 
and their further development through process of self-identification of 
individuals and as the result of external identification. 

ETHNOS – a historically permanent group of people having common 
objective and subjective characteristics (origin, territory, language, religion, 
economy, self-conscience, self-designation, etc.).  

IDENTITY (SELF-IDENTIFICATION) – ethnic community 
identification of a person/group on the basis of objective (territory, language, 
religion, political group) and subjective (vision on origin, self-awareness, self-
name, symbolism of objective features) characteristics. 

INDIGENOUS PEOPLES – peoples whose origin is related to a certain 
territory where they had lived since the origin of their existence. 

ZARUBINTSY CULTURE – praSlavic culture of the Iron Age in the 
basins of Pripyat and Dnieper in the 2nd century BC – 2nd century AD. 

 
 
 

Lecture 2. NATIONAL LIBERATION MOVEMENT IN THE 
STRUGGLE FOR UKRAINIAN STATEHOOD 

Plan 
1. The rise of liberation movement in 13th –18th centuries. 
2. Peculiarities of national movement in 19th entury. 
3. Resistence of 20th entury : development and achievements. 

 
 

The rise of liberation movement in 13th –18th centuries 
A national liberation movement is social and political movement against 

alien domination seeking unification of ethnic territories in a state. Many 
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Konstyantin Kornyakt, the founder of Lviv 
brotherhood (www.calendarium.com.ua) 

peoples had to fight for their liberation and some of them still do. Ukrainian 
nation also had to make a stand for its right to national, social and economic 
and religious self-determination. After the Kyiv Rus dissolution the Halychyna–
Volyn Principality of fought against the Golden Horde for its legal standing as 

its successor. Hereafter Ukrainian 
aristocracy confronted the intervention 
of Poland and centralized policy of the 
Grand Duchy of Lithuania. In 16th 
century the movement the struggle for 
preservation of the ethnic and cultural 
authenticity was developed by citymen 
who united into brotherhoods.  

Simultaneously with the 
brotherhoods there were formed the 
new liberation force – Cossackhood – 

that since the moment of its uprising stood in the way of Crimean Tatars’ 
plundering raids and shortly after organized a rebellion against the rule of 
Poland headed in the late 16th – early 17th centuries by K. Kosynskyi, 
S. Nalivayko, T. Triasylo, I. Sulyma and others.  

The revolution of 1648–1676 headed by Bohdan Khmelnytskyi was a 
heroic chapter in the history of liberation movement. His brothers-in-arms were 
colonels M. Kryvonis, . B hun, D. Nechay, S. Krychevskyi and others. The 
victory of the Ukrainian army over the Polish forces ensured restitution of the 
state of Ukraine. Rzeczpospolita was on the verge of catastrophe and only the 
fact of the Ukrainian army stopping in its onslaught on Warsaw direction and 
betrayal of Cossacks’ ally saved Poland from being devastated and resulted in 
setting off of the war between Ukraine and Poland, economic recession and 
complication of Ukraine position on the inaternational arena.   

Death of Bohdan Khmelnytskyi who was a distinguished military 
commander and head of the state took a heavy toll on revolution course. There 
was no successor worthy to manage the challenges, to assure the irreversibility 
of political consolidation of the state, to integrate interests of different strata of 
society in internal policy, to establish effective diplomatic activity. The defeat 
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Ivan Mazepa 
www.peoples.ru 

of the Moscow army vanquished by Ukrainian army headed by I. Vyhovskyi 
near the town of Konotop in 1658 or the unification of the split territory of 
Ukraine under the reign of D. Doroshenko were short-time achievements 
because of the complicated internal and external position of the Cossack state. 
The civil war – the Ruin – started in Ukraine and involved the intervention of 
the neighbour states, Poland and the Tsardom of Muscovy in particular as they 
divided the territory of Ukraine. 

The meaning of revolution consisted in the fact that it lead to restoration 
of the nation state, stimulated development of national identity, disrupted 
serfdom system for a long time and so on.  

In the second part of the 17th century and in 18th century the government 
of Ukraine made attempts to preserve the remnants of the 
statehood of the left-bank of Ukraine in its confrontation 
with Moscow. Dissatisfaction with the policy held by 
Moscow increased during the Great Northern War 
between Russia and Sweden. Hetman I. Mazepa having 
the support of Sweden on his side made an attempt to 
liberate Ukraine but the defeat of the united military 
forces of Sweden and Ukraine emerged on the way of 
realization of his plan. In return Russian tsar Peter the 
Great resorted to brutal repressions – harried  more than 

23,000 people to death, destroyed the Sich and Hetman 
capital – Baturyn (all its population – of 15,000 people – 
was slaughtered) etc. 

Nation liberation and antifeudal movement lasted on the Right Bank 
Ukraine in the late 17th–18th centuries, and in 17th –19th centuries in Western 
Ukraine in the form of haidamaky and opryshky movements. The haidamaky 
movement mainly consisted of Cossacks and peasants. The most hard uprising 
was the revolt of 1768 – Koliyivshchyna (impaling) – headed by M. Zalizniak 
and . Honta. Opryshky localized in the Carpathian mountains as small rustic 
groups and resorted to guerilla tactics. The most popular among their leaders 
was Oleksa Dovbush. 
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Mykola Kostomarov 
uk.wikipedia.org 

Peculiarities of national movement in 19th entury 
In 18th century most of the territory of Ukraine was under control of 

Russia and Austria-Hungary. The destruction of the remnants of autonomy 
and suppression of national activities of Ukrainians did not lead to the 
liberation movement to be abandoned. Representatives of the new social 
strata – the intelligentsia who started to play a leading role in the liberation 

movement, put their efforts to improve the 
educational level of the population, to contribute 
to literature, education, etc. based on Ukrainian 
folklore culture, language and traditions.  

A clandestine political organization – 
the Brotherhood of Saints Cyril and Methodius – 
has emerged in Kiev in 1846. Through their 
cultural and agitational activity its members 
sought to raise national awareness and raise the 
people to fight for their freedom and 
independence. Its leaders were M. Kostomarov, 
P. Kulish, V. Bilozerskyi, M. Hulak and 
T. Shevchenko, who became a symbol of the 

Ukrainian ethnicity. 
In the early 1860th the Ukrainian movement in Nadniepryanschyna 

(Dnieper region) had revived and cultural and educational organizations – 
hromady (communities) – were formed. Among their most prominent figures 
were V. Antonovych, P. Chubynskyi, M. Kostomarov, M. Lysenko, 
M. Starytskyi. Their activities were directed towards the development of 
popular education, spread of national culture and formation of national 
consciousness but they refrained from political activities in a very expressed 
manner. However even these modest goals were considered dangerous by 
Russian authorities and the hromadas’activity was repressed.  

In  the  late  19th century moderate Ukrainophilia that dominated the 
Ukrainian movement in 1860-1870th has exhausted itself, demonstrating the 
inability to improve the state of people exclusively through cultural means in 
the frame of the existing political regime. The search for new ideas and 
organization forms of the liberation movement in the 1890th marked the 
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The monument to «Russian trinity» 
in Ivano-Frankivsk 

shukach.com 

formation of the association with expressive political orientation, «Tarasivtsi 
Brotherhood» in particular. Its program pointed out that Russia is an occupant 
of Ukraine, it formulated claims of state independence, put emphasis on the 
fact that only the solution of nation issues would solve the social ones and not 
vice versa.  

The Ukrainian movement in Halychyna, Bukovina and Transcarpathia 
intensified under the authority of Austria-Hungary in the 19th century. The  
population of Ukraine almost entirely consisted of peasants. Urban 
communities, industrial sphere in particular, were numerically and culturally 
dominated by Poles, Germans, Hungarians. 
However Austria (from 1867 – Austria-
Hungary) got ahead of Russia in terms of the 
level of civil liberties. In the second half of 
the 19th century they approved the 
constitution, introduced parliamentarism, 
held elections here. Therefore, the conditions 
for the Ukrainian movement were more 
favorable here than in the 
Nadniepryanschyna (Dnieper region). 
Cultural and educational organization 
«Association of Greco-catholic priests» 
(I. Mohylnytskyi, M. Levitskyi) and social 
and educational association «Ruska trijtsya» 
(«Russian trinity») (I. Vahylevych, 
M. Shashkevych, Y. Holovatskyi) 
contributed to the development of cultural movement. Revolutionary events 
of 1848–1849 in Europe, Austria in particular, accelerated the development of 
the Ukrainian movement. The second half of the 19th century is marked by the 
creation of social, cultural, educational and scientific organizations as the club 
«Ruska Besida» («Russian talk»), association «Prosvita» («Enlightenment»), 
Taras Shevchenko Literary Society (since 1892 – Literary and Scientific 
Society), public association «Narodna Rada» («People’s Counsil»), and in the 
1890th – the first political party by European standards – Russian-Ukrainian 
radical, national-democratic and social-democratic parties. Among the major 
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party leaders were I. Franko and M. Pavlyk, Y. Bachynskyi, 
V. Budzynovskyi, V. Okhrymovych and others. Despite ideological 
differences all Ukrainian parties in Halychyna shared a common strategic goal 
– the proclamation of independence of all the Ukrainian lands unified in a 
nation state, and tactical goal – to bring autonomy to Ukrainian lands that 
were a part of the Austro-Hungaria.  

 
Resistence of 20th entury : development and achievements 

In the early 20th century Ukrainian national movement intensified, 
increasing the range of its participants that in its 
turn contributed to the further awakening of the 
national consciousness. The political parties were 
formed in the Dnieper region. The first was created 
in 1900 – the Revolutionary Ukrainian Party (later 
renamed in the Social Democratic Labour Party), 
and shortly after it was followed by socialist, 
national, liberal, radical, and other parties. All of 
them stood for liberation from the autocratic rule, 
for democratic liberties and economic reforms. The 
majority in the national sphere took a stand in favor 

of the autonomy of Ukraine being a part of the 
future democratic federal republic of Russia.  

The politicization of Ukrainian movement led to bringing in new names – 
including the student movement leader D. Antonovych, economist M. Porsh, 
writer V. Vynnychenko, future Minister of Defense S. Petliura, father of 
Ukrainian nationalism M. Mikhnovskyi, writer S. Yefremov, lawyer 
B. Kistiakivskyi, landowner and philanthropist Y. Chykalenko, writer 
B. Hrinchenko and others – that for a long time identified its very image. 
Though the names of those who didn’t belong to any party yet had a significant 
impact on the movement must not escape our attention as well like, for 
example, Lesya Ukrainka who developed the theoretical questions of the 
national liberation movement in her poetry and journalistic writings. 
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The period of the World War I was a difficult time for Ukraine as 
Ukrainians were geographically divided and belonged 
to different states thus were forced to fight in 
opposing armies. Various political leaders have 
expressed support during the war at the side rather of 
Russian or Austro-Hungarian Empire or called for 
neutrality. The Austrian army managed to form a 
legion of Ukrainski Sichovi Striltsi (USS, Ukrainian 
Sich Riflemen) who had laid the groundwork for 
future Ukrainian army. The commander of the USS in 
1918 was the representative of the ruling Austrian 
dynasty – Wilhelm Habsburg, called by the soldiers 
Vasyl Vyshyvany (Embroidered).  

The empires weakened by war fell into pieces 
under pressure of revolutions. Two Ukrainian states – Ukrainian People's 
Republic and West Ukrainian People's Republic, were formed during the 
Ukrainian revolution of 1917-1921 and united on 22 January 1919. The leaders 
of the liberation movement were M. Hrushevskyi, P. Skoropadskyi, S. Petliura, 
Y. Petrushevych.  

The UPR (the Ukrainian People's Republic) was subjected to aggression 
from Bolsheviks Russia in late 1917; in November 1918 Poland began the war 
against the WUPR (the West Ukrainian People's Republic). Later Ukraine was 
object to aggression and intervention of monarchist Russian and Romanian 
armies. Due to conditions of armed conflict, absence of external support and 
failure of the actions taken by different governments within the internal policy 
the goal to retain its independence appeared to be impossible to achieve for the 
Ukrainian army. Ukrainian lands got under the rule of the Soviet Union, 
Poland, Romania and Czechoslovakia. 

After the cessation of hostilities of the Ukrainian army on the territory 
occupied by the Soviet authorities, guerrilla warfare and peasant uprisings 
continued until 1930th. An attempt to win Ukraine the status of independent 
communist state was made by supporters of national communism among 
whom were S. Mazlakh, M. Khvyliovyi and others. The former leaders of the 
Ukrainian revolution who had returned from emigration supported their efforts 
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but repressions and holodomor (famine genocide) of 1932–1933 led to the 
eventual collapse of the liberation movement on the 
territory of the Ukrainian SSR. 

The Ukrainian opposition on the lands that 
were under control of Poland was intensively 
evolving. The most powerful clandestine entity was 
the Organization of Ukrainian Nationalists (OUN) 
headed by the former colonel of the Ukrainian army 
– Y. Konovalets, and the legal one – a 
parliamentary party the Ukrainian National 
Democratic Alliance with D. Levytskyi and 
V. Mudryi at the head. Cultural and educational 

organizations ("Prosvita" /"Enlightenment"/, 
"Ridna Shkola" /"Native school"/) as well as youth 

organizations ("Plast") and the cooperative movement were of particular 
importance for the struggle. The representatives of the opposition movement 
sought support in their fight for the restoration of the state on the international 
arena. 

In 1938–1939 the liberation processes in 
Transcarpathia has activated and the Carpatho-
Ukrainian state emerged due to the dissolution 
of Czechoslovakia. Hundreds of Ukrainians 
who came from other regions and particularly 
members of the OUN provided their support 
and assistance in its creation. The state was 
subjected to aggression of Hungary and was 
taken over as a result of the absence of a strong 
army.  

The Ukrainian resistance gained its 
ground during the World War II. Red guerrillas 
set off the movement against Germans to return Ukraine under control of the 
Soviet regime while national partisans who 
were part of the Ukrainian Insurgent Army 
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(UIA) and the OUN underground warfare fought for the restoration of Ukraine. 
The UIA was led by Roman Shukhevych and conducted warfare against Nazis 
and red guerrillas. The military fight of OUN and UIA lasted till middle 1950s.  

Various associations – that mainly consisted of school and university 
students, emerged under the influence of the clandestine movement in Western 
Ukraine after the war. A new form of resistance that standed on peaceful, non-
violent grounds set off due to the liberalization of the Soviet regime during the 
reign of Mykyta Khrushchev in the late 1950th. The corresponding 
organizational associations were formed – the Ukrainian Worker-Peasant union, 
the Public Protection committee of N. Strokata and the Ukrainian Helsinki 
group. The opposition leaders were L. Lukyanenko, 
I. Svitlychnyi, I. Dzyuba, V. Chornovil, M. Horyn 
and others. The new wave activists put their efforts 
into protection of personal and national rights, 
national revival, religious freedom, confrontation 
against Russification etc. They adressed petitions to 
the authorities and international organizations, 
staged demonstrations, popularized samvydav (thus, 
V. Chornovil published a magazine the "Ukrainsky 
Visnyk"). 

In general in 1950th – mid 1980th characterised 
by the severe pressure of the Soviet apparatus the 
resistance movement was represented by a small group of people from different 
regions but their activity shook the foundations of the current regime and 
encouraged the national liberation struggle at the turn of 1980–1990th.  

Political and economic reforms in the USSR in the late 1980th, the release 
of political prisoners, the publication of materials about Soviet repressions 
contributed to the rise of the national liberation movement. There were various 
groups and organizations of the different spectrum of activity – Ukrainian 
Cultural Club, Tovarystvo Leva (Lion Society), Ukrainian Helsinki Group, 
"Prosvita" ("Enlightenment"), whose main task was to regain freedom of 
expression. Ukrainskyi Narodnyi Rukh (The Ukrainian People’s Movement), or 
Rukh – a mass social and political organization, was created in 1989 and 
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became one of the leading forces of the Ukrainian self-actualization in terms of 
statehood.  

Rallies and demonstrations have become effective means to influence the 
authorities. In 1990 democratic forces won many seats during the elections to 
Verkhovna Rada of the Ukrainian SSR and to local councils. They have 
initiated the adoption of the Declaration of State Sovereignty of Ukraine, laws 
on economic sovereignty of Ukraine and repatriation of all Ukrainian soldiers. 
An attempt to stop the process of the independence restoration made by 
authorites, who even resorted to the coup d’etat, was unsuccessful and on 24 
August 1991 the Verkhovna Rada (the Supreme Council of Ukraine) adopted 

the Act of 
Independence of 
Ukraine. 

Ukrainian 
national liberation 
movement is one of 
the most heroic and 
the most intense 
movements of the 
world history. During 
the long period of 
struggle the Ukrainian 
community had to 
make many sacrifices, 

desperately resist the suppression of the invaders being powerful or holding 
anti-Ukrainian policy. Due to invincible will of many generations the Ukrainian 
state revived on the world map again and again until the late 20th century when 
it finally established itself and that is the long way made to achieve the goal of 
the Ukrainian national liberation movement – the restoration of the state 
independence of Ukraine. 

 
Control questions 

What is "national liberation movement"? 
What are the development stages of the national liberation movement? 
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What was the historical significance of the Ukrainian national revolution of 
the 17th century? 

What are the features of the national liberation movement of the 19th century? 
Tell about the leaders of the national liberation movement of 19th–20th  

centuries. 
What are the features of the national liberation movement in the 1940th – early 

1950th?  
What methods did the Ukrainian activists of 1950 – mid 1980th use? 
Dwell upon the characteristic features and achievements of the national 

liberation movement at the turn of 1980–1990th. 
 

Terms 
BROTHERHOODS – community organisations formed by Orthodox 

burghers in the 16–18th centuries on the basis of traditional religious brotherhoods;  
fought against Catholicising; opened schools, publishing houses, collegiums.  

CLANDESTINE – illegal activities directed against the government, and also 
the secret lives of those who confront the government. 

HAIDAMAKY (from Turkish haydamak – nomad, brigand) – self-
designation of the folk insurgents on the Right Bank of Ukraine who fought against 
the rule of the Rzeczpospolita in the late 18th – early 19th century. 

OPRYSHKY (likely from Latin oppressor – destroyer, avenger) –members 
of a peasant insurgency in Halychyna, Transcarpathia and Bukovina standing 
against Polish nobility, Moldovan boyars, Hungarian feudal and later against 
Austrian administration. The period of their activity –  16th – mid 19th  century. 

PARLIAMENT – public authority that adopts laws. It has different 
names: in the US – the Congress, in Poland – the Sejm, in Ukraine – the 
Verkhovna Rada. The parliamentarism is a political system according to which 
the major political role belongs to the P. and is opposed to the power of kings 
and presidents. 

PETITION (from Latin petitio) – individual or collective claim, request, 
suggestion, complaint, appeal submitted to the public authorities in written or 
electronic form. 

RESISTENCE – confrontation, opposition, counterstand, rebellion. 



26 
 

RUSSIFICATION – a set of actions of the authorities of the Russian Empire 
and the USSR aimed at promotion of the Russian language and culture by means of 
gradual displacement of the languages and cultures of peoples living in these 
countries. These actions were an instrument of assimilation policies. 

SAMVYDAV – non-censored clandestine leaflets, brochures, books and 
periodicals; were actively distributed in the USSR in 1950–1980th. One of the main 
manifestations of the resistance movement. 

UKRAINOPHILIA – social and literary movement of the 19th century among 
Ukrainians in Russia and Austria-Hungary (Halychyna). Its representatives stand 
for preservation and development of language, literature and other cultural features 
of the Ukrainian people.                                              

 
Lecture  3. STATEBUILDING PROCESSES IN UKRAINE 

Plan 
1. Statebuilding processes in the ancient times and at prince’s period. 
2. Historical lessons of Cossack statehood. 
3. Ukrainian state during revolution of 1917–1921. 
4. Soviet state and other states in 1920–1980th. 
5. Modern period of statebuilding in Ukraine. 
 

Statebuilding processes in the ancient times and at prince’s period 
The Ukrainian people have formed its state for centuries. But the history 

of the statehood in Ukraine started from other peoples. There were the 
following states on its territory. Cimmeria (9th–7th centuries B.C.) was from the 
Dniester River to the Don, the northern Crimea, Taman and Kerch peninsulas. 
Power belonged to kings and nobles. It collapsed after the invasion of the 
Scythians. Meanwhile, in the mountains of the Crimea there was Taurica – the 
state of Tauri tribes (from Greek. Tavros – bull) (9th–1st centuries B.C.), which 
main occupations were agriculture and cattle breeding. In the 2nd century B.C. it 
was conquered by the king of Pontus Mithridates VI Eupator, Rome. 

Scythia.  In  the  7th century B.C. the Scythians seized lands between the 
Don, the Dnieper and the Danube and a part of Crimea. The most powerful tribe 
was the tribe of Tsar Scythians. Nomadic Scythians lived on the right bank, the 
Scythians-farmers settled between the Dnieper and Ingul. The capital was in 
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Kamyanskyi settlement (Nikopol), then in Naples Scythian (Simferopol). In the 
3rd B.C.E. under the pressure of the Sarmatians the Great Scythia collapsed. 

The Greek city-states (polises) were a remarkable phase of state building 
– Olvia, Theodosia, Panticapaeum, Hersonissos, Thira, later – Bosporan 
Kingdom, in which the 
cities of the Kerch Strait 
joined. The prosperity of 
cities was in the 5th–4th 
centuries B.C. State 
structure was similar to 
the structure of Greece 
cities. For the first time 
in Ukraine there were 
elected bodies – 
Magistrates.  

In  3rd century B.C. 
–  3rd century A.D. the 
Sarmates lived between the Don and the Dnieper. They needed a lot of 
agricultural products that’s why they were warriors or traded with settled tribes 
to receive grains, wine, arms, and jewelries. Their centre was in Tanais (near 
the Don). The Sarmates conquered the Slavs of Zarubintsy culture.  

In the 2nd–4th centuries, the Kingdom of 
Goths was formed in the Black Sea region. The 
capital was Dnieper city (near Bashmachka 
village, Zaporizhia oblast). In 375 the Gots were 
defeated by Hunnes and Antes and moved to 
near Danube lands, a part of them settled in 
Crimea. A new formation appeared – State of 
Huns, who came from the border with China. 
Under the rule of Attila it was from the Rheine 
to Volga. In 451 it collapsed.  

Hrushevskyi thought the Antes (375–602) 
who lived between the Dnieper and the Dniester 
and in the east of the Dnieper formed the origin 
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of the Ukrainian statehood. Public meetings and princes had power; princes had 
the Council of Elders. In 6th–7th centuries the Antes were defeated by Avars and 
Ostrogoths. The tribe unions of the Slavs of 8th–9th centuries were the direct 
bridge to the Ukrainian statehood. The Poliane tribe covered Kyiv, Chernihiv 
and Pereiaslav lands. It was the first Slavic pre-state formation in Ukraine.  

The consolidation of the Ukrainian state – Kyiv Rus – occurred after the 
Slavs conquer by the Normanns Rurikids. In the 11th century the Rus was from 
the middle Dnieper to lakes Ladoga and Onega lakes, in the west – to the 
Carpathians, the Prut and the Danube. The population was 4,5 mln. Social 
structure consisted of princes and their armies, boyare (court nobility), clergy, 
common people. Free grain growers were called smerdy, landless peasants who 
worked off the loan – zakupy, slaves were called kholops.  

Rus was divided into Principalities. The Rurikids controlled them by 
irregular raids. Princess Olga regulated the state administration; she founded the 
centres where the taxes were collected and the court proceedings had place and 
also the terms for taxes raising. But Volodymyr and Yaroslav made the most 
serious actions. They appointed their sons as governors on lands. The lands did 

not belong to their sons and the grand 
prince but they belonged to the dynasty. 
The ideological basis of this system was the 
Christianity. The rumors about the divine 
origin of the power were spread around. 
The princes had the council of boyare 
(nobility). It implemented the taxes, 
participated in elections of clergy leaders. 
The prince had to consult with the council. 
Princes consulted with town’s meeting too; 
he or communities leaders convoked it; 
these town’s meetings signed agreements 
with princes (ryady). With strengthening 
the prince’s power in early 11th century the 

influence of the town’s meeting was limited but it grew since the middle of the 
11th century.  
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The laws in Rus existed since agreements signed by princes Oleg and Igor 
with the Greeks. In the times of Yaroslav the legislation was codified as Ruska 
Pravda (Rus Truth, Code of laws). It fostered to greater concentration of state. 
The state revenues were the taxes from the population. The prince managed the 
revenues. The basic monetary system was hryvnya. Prince Volodymyr started 
to coin.  

The interregional location of Rus resulted in raised attention to trade, 
cities. A city was a residence of prince/boyaryn. The prince appointed the 
governors for city. In cities tysiatsky were military, administrative and judicial 
chiefs. Their subordinated territory was divided into sotnias (districts) headed 
by sotniks ( aptains). Posadniks (mayors) were appointed in towns. Self-
governance was executed at the level of village communities.  

This system was not stable. One of the reasons is horizontal system of 
inheritance of Kyiv throne. The inheritor was not the elder brother, but junior 
brother, and after the death of brothers – sons of the eldest and so on. That’s 
why the majority of dynasty members did not have any chances to inherit the 
throne. It resulted in wars. Yaroslav killed all his brothers except for Mstislav, 
and after the latter’s death he became the great prince, but it was the single case. 
In 1097 a patrimonial system was introduced. 
Since then fragmentation of Rus started, although 
some authors think it started after the death of son 
of Volodymyr Monomakh. Not all historians are 
unanimous in evaluation of feudal disunity. It was 
popular to think that it was the end of statehood. 
But now it is obvious to think that it was a period 
of transfer to a new form of the state – federation 
or confederation.  

According to Hrushevskyi, the Halychyna–
Volyn Principality got heritage of Kyiv Rus. The 
public structure was similar to Kyiv Rus. The 
princes used the title ‘Russian King’. But the 
power of the prince was limited by boyare and 
Tatars from the 8th century. In the 14th century the council of boyare existed 
(noble landowners, Halychyna bishop, prince judge). Collapse of Rus occurred 
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mostly because of hostilities of princes, boyare and nomads raids resulted in 
weaken role of Rus as a center of trade.  

There was ethnogenesis of the Ukrainians, Russians and Belarusians 
within the Kyiv Rus, but Ukraine has the most essential reasons for its heritage 
as this state was formed with the centre in Ukraine.  

In Grand Duchy of Lithuania. Firstly, the Lithuanians did not break the 
local governance. They left udilni kniazhestva (apart principalities) having 
appointed the Lithuanians to govern them. Udilni kniazy (apart princes) were 
members of the grand Duchy council. The ancient Ukrainian language was state 
language, the Eastern Christianity had privileges. Hence, the Grand Duchy of 
Lithuania continued the Ukrainian statehood. The Statute of the Grand Duchy 
of Lithuania was the legal basis (1529, 1566, and 1588). The Magdeburg Law 
was an important mechanism. The elected magistrates governed the towns. But 
governors often interfered into towns affairs. In the course of time the grand 
princes tried to fight against udilni kniazy (apart princes). In the 15th century 
Volyn, Kyiv region and other lands became the ordinary provinces. 

 
Historical lessons of Cossack statehood 

The Cossack statehood is divided in 
two phases – before revolution of Bohdan 
Khmelnytskyi and from it and till 
liquidation of Hetmanschyna (Hetman 
state). At first, Zaporizka Sich was quasi-
state. It was divided in 38 kurins (divisions) 
and 5–10 palankas (regiments). The general 
council was the supreme body, it elected 
stashyna (officers) of Cossack troops, 
executed judicial proceedings. Between the 
meetings of council the power belonged to 

the Kosh represented by otaman, judge, 
osavula, pysar (writer), during the war – 

oboznyi. Otaman had military, administrative and judicial power. In 1568 
Reestrove (registered, regular) Cossacks appeared; they officially served in 
favour of the Polish King.  
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During the revolution a new state structure was formed which was called 
later as Hetmanschyna (Hetman state). Its territory changed during the war. 
"Eternal peace" (1686 ; peaceful treaty berween Muscovy and Rzeczpospolita) 
resulted in integration of Left-bank Ukraine and Zaporizhia. Cossacks 
Starshyna had power in it. Hetman was elected for undefined term, executed 
judicial proceedings, led the army, administration, held negotiations with other 
states. The supreme authority was the council of Starshyna which resolved the 
issues of civil administration, court, finances, land issues. Hetman had the 
general government consisted of General oboznyi, judge, clerk, pidskarbiy, 
osavulas, khorunzhyi, bunchuzhnyi.  

According to March Articles of 1654 (treaty between the Cossacks and 
Muscovy) Cossacks state recognized the supremacy of the Tsar, paid a part of 
revenues to Moscow. After Khmelnytskyi’s death the agreements between 
hetmans and Moscow drastically limited the power of hetman.  

The treasury was filled by three main taxes: podimne (house tax); statsii 
(for maintenance of Cossack troops); pokazanschyna (alcohol production tax). 
The general pidskarbiy was responsible for finances. Khmelnytskyi even had a 
coin but it was not put into circulation. Then the Hetmanschyna (Hetman state) 
had the Russian monetary system.  

There were introduced regiment structure instead of województwa 
(voivodeships). The regiment was military and 
administrative territorial element. There were 10 
regiments in Hetmanschyna (Hetman state) 
such as regiments of Kyiv, Nizhyn, Chernihiv, 
Poltava, Hadyach, Myrhorod, Lubny, Starodub, 
Pereiaslav, Pryluky. Colonel (regiment’s chief) 
was elected by the council of regiment or 
hetman appointed him. The regiment territory 
was divided into sotnias (districts). The smallest 
elements were small towns and villages where 

otamans had power. Colonels, sotnyks (captains, 
sotnia’s chiefs), otamans realized the power 
concerning division of lands,  organization of their development, executed 
judicial and other powers.  
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Cossack system was not applied to cities of Magdeburg Law, but the 
municipality had no power in relation to the Cossacks, starshyna, peasants, 
subordinated to Cossack authorities. 

Thus, the system of Hetmanate governance was born as military 
governance, but it was transformed into a state one. Thus, if during first years 
of the revolution various groups, including farmers, seized the lands of the 
Catholic gentry then starshyna having seized state power had the advantage of 
lands’ appropriation. V. Smoliy and V. Stepankov see ‘the transformation of 
officers into gentry’.  

The regiment structure was also introduced in Slobozhanschyna 
(regiments of Kharkiv, Sumy, Okhtyrka, Ostroh, Balakliya), but Hetman was 
without power here. Voyevodas who were appointed by Tsar governed here.  

The legal system of Muscovy (Russia) was integrated to Hetmanschyna 
(Hetman state). Phases of of Hetmanschyna liquidation were gradual abolition 
of its regiment division and introduction of guberniya (province) division, 
activities of Malorosijska Colegiya (Little Russian Ministry) and Pravlinnya 
Hetmans’koho uryadu (Governance of Hetman government), cancellation of 
hetmanate in 1764, transfer of Cossack ranks to imperial ranks, implementation 
of serfdom. The ideology of Hetmanschyna (Hetman state) was also 
suppressed. The Church was subordinated to Moscow Patriarchate. It was 
forbidden to publish the Bible in Ukrainian. The liquidation of Zaporizka Sich 
in 1775 was symbolic. Previously the Cossacks were boundary guards but after 
the Russian-Turkish War 1771–1774 the Black Sea region was integrated to 
Russia and there was no need in boundary guard.  

The lessons of liquidation of the Cossack statehood are current today, too. 
The fragmentation of society complicated the national renaissance. Elite had to 
integrate social groups to achieve common goals but after the death of 
B. Khmelnytskyi Starshyna neglected the interests of peasants, citymen, 
thought about personal enrichment and holding the power, particularly, due to 
unions with other states betraying the ideals of revolution. 

 
Ukrainian statehood during revolution in 1917–1921 

In 1917–1921 there were national states in Ukraine such as Ukrainian 
People’s Republic (UPR) during Tsentral’na Rada (Central Council), Ukrainian 
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State (leader – P. Skoropadskyi, UPR during Directory, Western-Ukrainian 
People’s Republic (WNPR) and regional formations (e.g., Donetsk Kryvyi Rih 
Republic, Anarchist’s Republic Huliaipole). 

After the collapse of the autocratic rule the administrative system was 
cancelled. The leading opinion of revolution leaders was the concept of 
federalism. Hrushevskyi believed that Ukraine 
should become a federation of communities. But 
it was prevented by military events, multipolarity 
of power. 

There were three centers of power: rady 
(councils of workers and soldiers’ deputees); 
Temporary Government of Russia; Tsentral’na 
Rada and its bodies. The latter appeared as non-
governmental but it pretended to play the role of 
the Parliament. In June 1917 it established the 
General Secretariat (GS) as government led by 
writer and social democrat V. Vynnychenko. The 
Temporary government recognized Tsentral’na Rada and GS as public 
authorities, but restricted their powers in comparison to requirements of the 
Ukrainians (competence of GS was valid in Kyiv, Volyn, Podillya, Poltava and 
partially Chernihiv guberniyas and included finances, internal and land affairs, 
education, industry, trade and labor). Meanwhile, the Russia power sanctioned 
the autonomy of Ukraine.  

After Bolsheviks coup d’etat Tsentral’na Rada passed the 3rd Universal 
and proclaimed UPR. It was formally within Russia, but it was a milestone in 
the development of statehood. After the offensive of the Russian troops the 4th 
Universal proclaimed the independence of the UPR. A range of laws, 
particularly, constitution were adopted. But there was no efficient governance. 
The achievements of Tsentral’na Rada were neutralized by the indecision in 
order maintenance, land parcels distribution, formation of army. Parties in CC 
conflicted, there was no the program of actions, resources, particularly, staff 
program.  

In the Ukrainian State (leader – P. Skoropadskyi) the large land property 
was renewed. The hetman had the power. He reintroduced censorship, fiercely 
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punished peasants resistance to landowners. The army was formed, railway was 
launched, the budget was formed, the currency was introduced, and the 
education Ukrainization was organized. 

Concerning the UPR of Directory, according to the temporary 
Constitution, the 
Directory was the 
legislative body, the 
Council of People’s 
Ministries was the 
executive body. On 
January 22, 1919, 
UPR and WUPR 
joined. Meanwhile, 

there was no real 
union, this day is celebrated as the Day of Unity of Ukraine. The Directory 
characterized as military regime and S. Petlyura became its leader. In 1921 
Russia, Ukrainian SSR and Poland signed the agreement defining the fate of the 
Ukrainian statehood and divided the territory of UPR. 

In Western Ukraine, in October 1918, after defeat of the German alliance 
the WUPR was proclaimed. The power was realized in the form of the National 
Council. The coat of arms was a gold lion on the blue field. The flag was 
yellow and blue. The state dissolved in July 1919 after the Polish intervention.  

In 1917–1921 in the result of external events the Ukrainian statehood 
renewed. But it was weak under pressure of intervention as the elites could not 
establish the governance. After the war the major part of Ukraine was under 
control of the Bolsheviks, Halychyna and Volyn was under control of Poland, 
Bukovyna was under control of Romania, Transcarpathia was under control of 
Czechoslovakia. 

 
Soviet statehood and other Ukrainian states in 20th century 

The Soviet Ukraine was not a state in the international sense. But 
according to V. Vynnychenko, "existence of the Ukrainian SSR raised the sense 
of own statehood of Ukrainians". The Soviet leaders considered the 



35 
 

Famine in Ukraine 1932–1933 (http://en.reseauinternational.net) 

independence as a tactical step, but in reality they advocated the federation with 
Russia. But the federation was a forward step in comparison with empire.  

But the councils failed to become a true power centre. A lot of 
bureaucratic structures such as executive committees of councils, their 
administrations grabbing the power and preventing the councils from the 
power. 

In 1918 the 
Communist Party of 
Ukraine was created, 
but it became a part of 
the Russian 
Communist Party. 
Thus, despite the 
countries' 
independence, their 
leadership coordinated all actions. This led to the creation of the Union of 
Soviet Socialist Republics (USSR) in 1922 where Ukraine was subordinated to 
Moscow. The constitutional right to leave the Union was formal. 

The positive effects of the Soviet regime were industrialization, 
liquidation of illiteracy, in ethno-political sphere – policy of Ukrainization. Its 
effects were involvement of different social strata to the governance, promotion 
of the Ukrainian language, education etc. But there were other trends too. The 
pluralism was cancelled; terror became a common way to fight with opponents 
resulting in totalitarianism. The famine of 1932-1933 whose victims were more 
than 3 million of peasants was its manifestation. Ukrainianization was stopped. 

The trends of development of the Soviet regime were centralization and 
bureaucratization. But it became more difficult to govern it from one centre. 
After the Stalin’s death the controlled decentralization was started. In 1957 the 
economic reform was launched – the control transferred from ministries to 
radnarhosps (territorial bodies for economic governance). The reform failed, 
because the reasons of economic crisis were in inadequacy of the whole system 
to the trends of social development which was not changed by the reform.  

The milestone of future statehood of Ukraine was its appointment as co-
founder of the United Nations Organization after the War. 



36 
 

Avgustin Voloshin 
territoryterror.org.ua 

The failure of reforms caused the revenge of bureaucracy in the mid-
1960. There were repressions against the least manifestations of opposition and 
national patriotism. In 1972 head of KPU P. Shelest who was fond of the 
Ukrainian history was dismissed. But the economic problems still existed. The 
economy deteriorated, the confidence to the power decreased. In late 1980, the 
USSR started liberalization being on the verge of the economic disaster. The 
Verkhovna Rada of Ukraine adopted the Declaration on State Sovereignty 
according to which the Ukrainian SSR governed within its territory, the Act on 
economic independence of the Ukrainian SSR, and implemented the 
Presidency, the Cabinet of Ministers and local governance. 

The consequences of the Soviet statehood were formation of national 
awareness of people, elites who identified themselves with Ukraine contributing 
to promulgation of the independence in 1991. 

Carpathian Ukraine was a symbol of the Ukrainian state-forming. After 
the World War I TransCarpathia was transferred to 
Czechoslovakia which had to provide autonomy to 
the region. But they did it only in October 1938 
threatened by Nazis invasion. There was a formation 
of authorities, Ukrainization of institutions, elections 
to the Sejm. Hungary wanted to capture 
Transcarpathia. The German-Italian Arbitrage 
transferred Uzhhorod, Mukacheve, Berehove to it. 
The capital of the Carpathian Ukraine was founded 
in Khust and its independence was proclaimed on 
March 15, 1939. The state language was Ukrainian, 

the colors of the flag were blue and yellow. They 
formed the army – "Carpathian Sich". The President 

of Carpathian Ukraine A. Voloshin appealed to Hitler for protectorate, but the 
latter advised not to oppose to Hungary. The Hungarian army had fought for a 
week with the Carpathian Sich which was in ten times less that its army and 
finally occupied Transcarpathia. 

Ukrainian state governance. In June 1941, in Krakow the Ukrainian 
organizations founded the Ukrainian National Committee. Its aim was to renew 
independence proclaimed in 1918. After the Nazis captured the Western 
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Ukraine, the Act of Renewal of the Ukrainian Statehood was proclaimed. The 
government was called the Ukrainian State Governance. The Ukrainian 
administrations were formed in Western Ukraine and Right-Bank Ukraine. The 
militsia was founded. But the Nazis stooped the existence of the state. Its 
proclamation proved the Ukrainians strive to become independent and revealed 
the Nazis plans. In 1944 a clandestine government – Ukrainian Main Liberation 
Council was founded; it existed till the mid 1950th.  

 
 Modern period of state-forming in Ukraine  

On August 24, 1991, the Verkhovna Rada of Ukraine passed the Act of 
Independence of Ukraine. On December 1, during the referendum it was 
supported by 90 % of participants. Particularly, in Donbas 84 %, or more than 
2/3 of voters supported it. Crimea was an exception, where the independence 
was supported by 54 % of referendum participants, or about one third of 
electors. 

The state flag (blue 
and yellow), small coat of 
arms (trident), later anthem 
(«  

, » – 
"Ukrainian glory and the 
freedom has not yet died!") 
were approved. Its leader is 
President, parliament – 
Verkhovna Rada. The 
authorities are led by the 
government (Cabinet of 
Ministers). The legal basis are principles of rechtsstaat (rule of law), 
democracy, market economy, local self-governance stipulated in the 
Constitution of June 28, 1996.  

But it did not mean the domination of democracy in the state. The soviet 
bureaucracy still governed because the opposition made a union with it. 
National features such as failure to reach an agreement manifested by the 
politicians. There serious problems in regional policy. Regions differed greatly 
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by their history, economic potential and ethic and social composition. It formed 
different identities and political orientations. The policy of Ukrainization did 
not always considered it. 

The social economic situation was difficult. Ukraine inherited the bad 
infrastructure, high power capacity of economy, unfavorable demographic 
situation. It resulted in economic depression in early 1990. In the second half of 
decade the neoliberal reforms were conducted, a system of commercial banks 
was founded, national currency was introduced, the majority of industrial assets 
became private property. In 2000 the economic growth started. But the 
technological backwardness was not overcome because of lack of reforms 
(budgetary, pension, medical) to ensure investments. It was the result of the 
conflict of the elites, their orientation to reallocate the state resources resulted in 
degradation of economy, especially in early 2008 after the crisis start, 
development of social stratification.  

Ukraine is recognized by most countries. Now it is a member of the 
International Monetary Fund, the Council of Europe, the World Trade 
Organization and other organizations. It is geographically located at the ‘break’ 
between the West, Russia and the Muslim world. For a long time it declared the 
balanced development of relations with major countries, but over recent years it 
has become a hostage to conflict relations of the West and Russia. Advantages 
of Revolution of Dignity led to the recognition of Western vector as a key one 
and signature of an agreement with the EU, but the result is annexation of 
Crimea by the Russian Federation, bloody war in the Donbas. 

Political struggle in Ukraine transformed in sharp conflict. The 
discrepancies among the elites concerned the regional base (some of them 
represented the interests of western regions, the other – eastern and southern 
regions), external policy, language problems. The most sharp conflict situations 
were Orange Revolution and Revolution of Dignity. The latter differed from the 
Orange Revolution by two factors – participation of global players (Russia and 
the USA) and gradual change of generations of political elites. The public 
organizations demonstrated the claims of a new generation ("Automaidan", 
"Pravyi Sector" /"Right Sector"/). The conflict resulted in death of more than 
100 participants of Euromaidan – "Nebesnaya Sotnia" ("Heaven’s Hundred", 
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including student of Kyiv National University of Construction and Architecture 
Oleksandr Plekhanov).  

New authorities proclaimed decentralization, formation of army, increase 
of energy saving of society. They approved a 
reform of architecture and construction control, 
a large part of plenipotentiaries was transferred 
to the local authorities. But reforms are slowed 
down because of conflict between the authorities 
and between the parties. 

 
Control questions 

Which states existed in Ukraine from the 9th 
century B.C. to the 5th century A.D.? 

What was the reason of the decline of the 
Ukrainian statehood during Prince’s times? 

Describe main phases of development of Hetmanschyna. 
Reasons of frequent change of power in Ukraine in 1917–1921? 
Features of Soviet statehood of Ukraine? 
Why the Carpathian Ukraine is the symbol of the Ukrainian statebuilding? 
Characterize the symbols of modern Ukrainian state. 
Compare reasons and driving forces of the Orange Revolution and 

Revolution of Dignity. 
 

Terms 
BUNCHUZHNYI – one of the senior military ranks in 16th – 18th 

centuries, the guard of bunchuk (2.5 m bulava – holder with head decorated 
with kytytsya /harness horse hair/, it was a symbol of Hetman power); 
commander of a Cossack unit. 

RADY (COUNCILS) – representatives bodies of working people. 
Appeared in 1905 and became the power structures after revolution of 1917. 
During the Bolsheviks times their influence reduced in favour of bureaucratic 
structures. 

DECENTRALIZATION – a transfer of powers and resources for their 
realization from state authorities to local authorities. 
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HETMAN – 1) commander of Cossacks troops in Rzeczpospolita; 2) state 
leader of Hetmanate in the 17th – 18th centuries; 2) leader of the Ukrainian State 
in April–December 1918 (P. Skoropadskyi held this rank). 

FEDERATION – a state structure when regions have attributes of 
statehood (constitutions, legislative bodies), but they are not states in 
international sense. It is characterized by mark of responsibilities of centre and 
regions. The examples of federation are the USA, Germany, Russia. 

GOVERNOR (NAMISNYK) – a senior officer in region, appointed by 
the head of state and not elected by population. In Kyiv Rus the sons of great 
princes Volodymyr and Yaroslav executed these functions as they were 
authorize to govern on Ancient Rus lands. 

HORIZONTAL SYSTEM OF INHERITANCE – a principle when 
inheritance (of Prince’s throne in Kyiv Rus) was executed form prince to elder 
brother, and after the death of brothers – to sons of the eldest brother and so on. 
This is the principle of joint ownership of Rus lands by the Rurikids. 

KHORUNZHYI – a person who stored and held the flag (khorugva). In 
Poland of Middle Age and Lithuania he was the leader of noble Territorial 
Army. There were regiments’ and sotnias’ K. in Cossacks army and state 
administration, general K. was at general starshyna (officers). 

LOCAL SELF-GOVERNANCE – right and capability of territorial 
communities to solve local issues. Includes local councils, their executive 
committees, mayors, bodies of self-organization of population (house 
committees, etc.).  

NEOLIBERALISM – a political ideology according to which the state is 
exempted from social liabilities. Neoliberal reforms include privatization, 
reduction of social expenses. 

PATRIMONY – feudal lands and related rights of peasants. It inherited 
from father to son. In Rus Prince’s throne inheritance was introduced in 1097. 
Then Rus had a period of feudal disunity.  

PIDSKARBIY – a senior state official of Hetman administration in Left-
Bank Ukraine in 17th–18th centuries responsible for finances.  

RECHTSSTAAT (RULE OF LAW) – a state with principle of rule of law 
ensuring human rights and liberties. 
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REPRESSIONS – punitive state measures against enemies or opposition. 
It is used by dictatorships. During Stalin regime it was a normal practice. 

RYAD – an agreement the viche signed with princes; the viche was 
convoked by princes or communities leaders in Ancient Rus state. 

TOTALITARIANISM – a political regime when the state completely 
controls the public life. It is characterized by single political party, single 
political ideology, terror against dissidents. 
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MODUL 2.  
UKRAINIAN CULTURE FROM ANCIENT TIMES TILL XXIth 

CENTURY 
 

Lecture 4. INTRODUCTION TO THE HISTORY OF UKRAINIAN 
CULTURE. CULTURE OF THE ANCIENT POPULATION OF 

UKRAINE 
Plan 

1. Culture as an object of studies. 
2. Culture of ancient Ukraine. 
3. Cultural History of the epoch of principalities. 

 
Culture as an object of studies 

Culture is a set of values and their physical incarnation created by 
mankind or social groups that are a mediator between their relationships with 
the natural and social environment, are passed on from one generation to 
another and provide reproduction of human activities. It consists modality of: 
1) a human (acquired qualities), 2) activity (worked out methods), 3) subject 
(things made by human, scientific works, pieces of art, etc.) 

The conceptual apparatus of the cultural history consists of the following 
elements: traditions (social and cultural heritage passed on from for 
generations), rituals (symbolic behavior emphasizing the importance of social 
relationships), customs (unwritten laws of how to behave), ceremonies 
(traditional symbolic collective action that strengthens social relationships), 
innovations (objects, norms, values that firstly appeared as a result of the 
invention or borrowing from other cultures), myths (syncretic conception of the 
world presented in the stories of the sacred events). 

The scientific concepts of "cultural and historical epoch" (the period of 
existence of a certain quality of culture), "cultural and historical type" (the 
ability of a culture to arise in the form of the idea that organizes a certain 
period of time and is preserved during the following periods as a tendency) are 
of particular importance for the historical approach to cultural studies. 
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The distinguished forms of culture are: material – artificial world of 
things, the types of material activities of people; spiritual - values, norms, rules 
and traditions that mediate the socal relationships between individuals. 

Depending on the field of the social life culture can be of political, legal, 
manufacturing, urban or housing nature.  

Culture has different levels that are distinguished depending on the 
subjects of social action (society, group, individual). One of the central notions 
is the national culture. Subjectively culture can also be elite (values regulating 
the relationships between the members of the elite, products that they consume), 
folk (characterised by syncretism, the combination of utilitarian and magical 
aspect and presented by stories, songs, customs), mass-culture (its essence is 
the mass production and consumption of cultural values). The appearance of 
the latter was due to invention of the printing press, spread of literacy and 
development of press, radio, TV, internet in the 19–21 centuries. 

Means for satisfaction of the cultural needs differentiate the types of 
culture, including artistic that combinines literature and art and is based on 
image-sensitive, symbolic reproduction of reality. Types of art that include 
painting, sculpture, music, theater, cinema, arts and craft art are different means 
of reproduction of reality (sounds, colors, dance). Architecture is the art and 
science of buildings designing and also its own system of buildings that form a 
spatial environment of human activity. It is divided into civil, commercial, etc. 
Its images play an important role in the spiritual life. 

The notion of cultural monuments includes primary sources of history of 
culture: buildings, tools, works of literature, pieces of art, etc. Buildings show 
the evolution of architectural styles, values of their owners. Written heritage is 
divided into monumental (on buildings) and bookish (on parchment, birch-bark, 
paper). Since the 19th century sources of cultural history are photographic and 
cinematographic documents that reflect the cultural dynamics. 

 
Culture of ancient Ukraine 

People settled in Ukraine during the Stone Age 1 million years ago. That 
was the time the basis of the religious believes as totemism, magic and 
elements of art appeared to develop. Archaeologists discovered cult bracelets 
made of mammoth bones and decorated with symbolics of sun and moon 
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Hersonissos (svitlytsia.crimea.ua) 

Venus figures (mif-medyza.ru) 

motives; sea-shell pendants; women statuettes made of mammoth tusks, cult 
items including musical instruments. 

Tribal system has developed in 
the Mesolithic period (10th–7th thousand 
B.C.). Findings of the Venus figures 
(statuettes of nude women made of 
stone and clay) show matriarchal 
principles of social relations. In this era 
the people of Ukraine used to hunt with 

the bow and arrows, resorted to fishing, 
domesticated the dog. 

Neolithic revolution (6th–4th thousand B.C.) led to the emergence of the 
generalizing notions. Realistic pictures were replaced by ornament with abstract 
motives. The first agricultural tribes appeared on the Danube basin. They 
brought to our land the cultivated cereals. 

During the eneolithic era the trypillian culture had reached the top of its 
development (4th–2th thousand 
B.C.). Trypillian folk laid the 
foundation of the traditions of 
agriculture that became a defining 
factor of the development of 
Ukraine. Their settlements 
consisted of wooden houses, 
covered with clay and straw or 
reed. Houses stood in a circle, the 

middle was used as cattle pens. 
The walls were decorated with the ornament. House had the accommodation 
capacity of 20 people and was divided into several rooms. Trypillian folk used 
clay to craft kitchen utensils characterised by bright ornaments. They also 
crafted clay figures, mostly those of women and animals. 

Scythian culture was one of the most prominent cultures of the Iron Age. 
The animalistic style with the images of mighty animals with sharp teeth and 
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Slavic enlighteners Cyril & 
Methodius (kievvlast.com.ua) 

claws was predominent in scythian art. Kurgans (the steppe burial mounds) are 
the remnants of scuthian culture. 

Since 7th–6th centuries B.C. Greek colonists founded the cities of Tyre, 
Olbia, Panticapaeum, Hersonissos in the south of Ukraine. They were built 
according to gridiron plan (type of city plan in which streets run at right angles 
to each other). Streets were paved with cobblestones, water canals were built. 
Architecture style was the result of interaction of the antique and local 
elements. In the 3rd century A.D. the nomads invasions led to the cities fall. 
However the colonies accomplished their cultural mission having introducted 
the great artistic values. 

The Slavic creative genius contributed to Zarubintsy (2nd century B.C. – 
2nd century A.D.) and Chernyakhiv (2nd–5th centuries) cultures of Podniprovya 
(Middle Dnieper region). Slavics cultivated agriculture, metallurgy, pottery, 
processing of wood and leather, stone carving, weaving. Pottery acquired the 
character of mass production. The goods were decorated with elaborate 
ornaments and images. Jewellery flourished: hundreds of goods were producted 
(champleve enamel, digitated fibulas), such technologies as niello, 
granulation, filigree and incrustation were resorted to. Folklore was the basis 
of the spiritual culture. Labour and patriotic motives run like a scarlet thread 
through tales, proverbs, byliny (epic poems), hymeneal and funebre songs. 
Mythology occupied an important place in spiritual culture. Slavs’ lives 
depended on nature and they deified it. 

 
Cultural History of the epoch of principalities 

Pagan tribe cults slowed down the 
consolidation of Slavs. This function was 
performed by christianity. Officially it was 
brought by prince Vladimir in 988. In Rus there 
were 70 large monasteries and the greatest was 
Kyiv Pechersk Lavra. The clergy has nominated 

chronicler Nestor, artist Alipiy, doctor Agapit, 
etc. It was the monasteries where the education 

concentrated in. In 1037 in St. Sophia Cathedral grand prince Yaroslav the 
Wise has opened a school where litteracy, foreign languages, philosophy and 



83 
 

Tale of Bygone Years 
www.booksite.ru 

medicine taught in. Religious, philosophical, scientific works were translated 
from Greek. The Cyrillic alphabet was approved in Rus.  

A special phenomenon in litterature were the 
chronicles (historical works, narrations consisting of 
annual records). The most well-known of them  is Tale 
of Bygone Years (written by Nestor in 1112-1119). The 
pearls of literature were "The Sermon on Law and 
Grace" by metropolitan Illarion, "Lecture to children" 
by prince Vladimir Monomakh, The Tale of Igor's 
Campaign describing the unsuccessful Ruthenian 
military campaign on umans in 1185. 

The most monumental architectural structures 
were the fortifications of cities. Even small towns were 
the fortresses with powerful earth walls, on which there 
were the oak walls with numerous towers. 

The line building prevailed in town planning: the streets were along the 
paths, streams, rivers. In time the number of facilities grew and the passages 
appeared between the streets. The city buildings were erected from wood, they 
were mainly of one storey. The main highway was the road from city gates. 

The housing was of several types: dugouts, burdeis (type of half-dugout 
shelter, dwelling for the poor); carved wooden constructions (for wealthy and 
middle class); stone palaces (for princes). Churches were a decoration of the 
cities and the villages. The majority of them was built of wood and in big cities 
of stone.  

The fundamental facilities were constructed of brick and stone. Often the 
system of wooden blocks – "ledgers" were put under foundations and poured 
with the mortar on the top. The walls were erected with mixed masonry: the 
brickworks were interchanged with stone works. The shape of brick depended 
on character of masonry, it was mainly square. 

The pink slate (pyrophyllite slate) that was extracted in Ovruch open cuts 
was widely used as a constructive and decorative material. The cornices for 
ceilings, plates for floors, sarcophagi and parapets were made of it. The 
imported marble: columns, doorposts, capitals, etc. was often used for interior 
finishing. The tin sheets for roofs, glass, from which the round small glasses for 
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St. Sophia Cathedral frescos 
elenaperexodova.blogspot.com 

windows and smalt were made (blocks of multicolored glass) for mosaic works, 
were used in a great amount. 

Paintings were a decoration of the churches. Painting executed upon 
freshly-laid or wet lime plaster is called a 
fresco. Icon painting was  one  of  the  main  
artistic directions. There were icon-painting 
workshops in Kiev, Chernihiv, Galich and other 
cities. 

Dances, songs, gusli singsongs were 
popular. Professional musicians skomorokhs 
performed on the prince yards, city squares. 
There is the image of the orchestra of 7 
performers playing flute, trumpet, lute, gusli, 
organ on frescos of St. Sophia Cathedral. 

A Ruthenian was surrounded by carved 
wooden bowls, spoons, buttons and hairbrushes 

made of bones, ornamented ceramic kitchenware. Mass products included 
inexpensive goods made of silver and copper, glass beads. Sophisticated gold 
pieces with lobed elements (diadems, barmas, icons) and hammered silver 
bracelets made by masters from Kyiv, Chernihiv, Galich had become famous. 
They mastered granulation, niello, incrustation, oining, ornamental casting. 

The women peasant attire consisted of long embroidered shirt, waist 
clothes in the form of 1-2 not sewed or partially sewed gores of ornamented or 
checkered woolen fabric. A girl wore a wreath on her head and a married 
woman – a towel-like piece of fabric put on the firm expensively decorated 
headdress made of expensive fabric. They wore knitted or leather bast shoes. 
The men's attire consisted of a shirt knees-long (worn loosely and tied with a 
leather or knitted belt), rather narrow trousers. Steel, comb and knife were 
fastened to the belt. They wore felted hats as the headdress and knitted or 
leather bast shoes as footwear. In a cold season they put on cloth suites, in 
winter – a fur sheepskin coat. The attire of common townsfolk was close to 
those of peasants. Jewelry was more various: pendants, earrings, necklaces, 
bracelets. 
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The clothes of feudal lords, merchants had bigger quantity of elements 
and were made of expensive fabrics. Frescos of St. Sophia Cathedral have 
preserved the image of a prince family and its element of a raincoat (korzno). 

The archeologists have found birchbark manuscripts, bronze styluses (to 
write on wax plates) in the Halychyna–Volyn Principality. The most ancient 
Slavic edition of the New Testament was written here. Expensive books had 
leather frames, gold fabrics decoration, metal images, sometimes – wonder-
working miniatures.  

The Halychyna–Volyn chronicle is dated by the 13th century. It is devoted 
to the fight of prince Daniil against "seigniorial revolt" and external enemies. 

The high level pieces of art that are preserved up to our days are the icon 
of the Mother of God Hodegetriai of the 13th–14th centuries from Church of the 
Pokrova in Lutsk (nowadays in the Kyiv church museum of the Ukrainian art), 
the icon of Saint George the dragon-slayer on a black horse (The Lviv museum 
of the Ukrainian art). 

Medieval motives are reflected in many creations of modern decorative 
art of Western Ukraine (carpets, embroideries, pisankas). 

 
Control questions 

What are the characteristic features of neolithic revolution? 
How did the Trypillian culture influenced the development of Ukraine?  
What was a basis of spiritual culture of eastern Slavs? 
When and who brought christianity to Kyiv Rus? 
Enumerate distinguishing pieces of literal heritage of Kyiv Rus. 
Characterize the peculiarities of architecture of Kyiv Rus. 
What features of social life does the clothes of Ruthenians reveal? 

 
Terms 

AVENTAIL (BARMITSA) – flexible curtain of mail attached to the skull 
of a helmet that extends to cover the throat, neck and shoulders. 

BYLINA – Old Rus songs-legends about the great deeds of heroic 
warriors of the 9th–13th centuries; a type of folklore characterised by musical 
and epic reflection of reality.  
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CHAMPLEVE ENAMEL – is an applied arts enamelling technique, or an 
object made by that process, in which troughs or cells are carved, etched, die 
struck, or cast into the surface of a metal object, and filled with vitreous 
enamel. 

CHERNYAKHIV CULTURE – archeological culture of the 2nd–5th 
centuries. Monuments – the big not strengthened settlements with no-mount 
burial grounds. Its carriers were tillers and craftsmen. 

CHRONICLES –. historical and litterary work chronological narration 
mainly written in Church Slavonic language with numerous embedments of 
local lexicon.  

COINING – technology of processing of metal, the relief image on sheet 
metal. It is done by blows of the hammer on the special tool. 

CYRILLIC ALPHABET – a slavic alphabet created by Bulgarian  
Christian missionaries Cyril and Methodius in 9th century. 

DIADEM – a head bandage or a metal hoop with jewelry. A symbol of 
the imperial power in the Middle Ages. Also women's head accessory. 

DIGITATED FIBULA – a metal fastener which was also an accessory. It 
consisted of needle, body and spring. Fibulas were popular from Bronze Age 
and existed before the early Middle Ages. 

DUGOUT (ZEMLYANKA) – the dwelling deepened to the earth with 
overlapping from the poles/logs covered with earth. One of the most ancient 
types of housing. 

FILIGREE – soldering of a pattern of gold or silver wire on metal. 
FRESCO – painting executed upon freshly-laid or wet lime plaster.  
GRANULATION (ZERN) – small golden or silver balls, soldered in 

jewelries that created the effect of play of light and shadow. 
GRIDIRON PLAN – the system to plan the antique cities with the 

intersection of streets at right angle, even rectangular quarters and squares, 
which are allocated for public buildings and markets and are multiple to 
standard sizes of quarter.  

GUSLI – an ancient Russian string instrument used as accompanment of 
one`s own singing, national songs and dances. It had 5-17 strings. 

ICON – the picturesque, relief image of deities and saints being an object 
of religious honoring. 
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INCRUSTATION – decoration of products, interiors the pieces of 
materials (wood, metal, marble, nacre) different in color and texture from a 
surface in which they are cut. 

NEOLITHIC REVOLUTION – transition from appropriating (hunting, 
collecting, fishing) to reproducing (cattle breeding, agriculture) forms of 
householding in the period of the Neolith (6th–4th thousand B.C.). It promoted 
emergence of the cities, crafts, writing, cultural and historical fields in which 
ceramics, polishings, drillings, various elements of spiritual culture were 
developping. 

NIELLO – an alloy of silver, lead, sulfur and other components by means 
of which with special heat treatment the metal wares (generally from silver) are 
decorated. 

SKAN’ – a type of jeweler technics, production of filigree pieces of thin 
twisted gold, silver or copper wire. 

STYLUS – a pointed stick for writing on a special board used bz pupils in 
Rus. 

SYNCRETISM – integrity of different types of creativity and culture. 
TOTEMISM – belief in connection between a kin/tribe and an 

animal/plant (totem). The totem was worshipped. The responses of totemism 
can be seen in fairy tales where the animals were compared with human. 

 
Lecture 5. UKRAINIAN CULTURE OF XIVth CENTURY – MIDDLE 

OF XVIIth CENTURY 
Plan 

1. The conditions of the development of Ukrainian culture. 
2. The development of education, science, book-printing. 
3. Music, theatre, architecture, painting. 

 
The Conditions of the Development of Ukrainian Culture 

The period of staying of Ukrainian lands in the Grand Duchy of Lithuania 
was favorable for the development of culture. Lithuanians took Christianity 
from Ruthenians, did the ancient Rus language as the state one. Statute of 
Grand Duchy of Lithuania incorporated the standards of «Ruska Pravda» (Rus 
Truth, Code of laws). Polish expansion influenced local culture in contradictory 
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Peresopnytsia Gospel 
http://library.ndu.edu.ua 

way. On the one hand, the Poles oppressed the local people, the Ukrainian 
nobility adopted Catholicism, on the other hand, the expansion of Catholicism 
brought the values of European culture. 

The birth of capitalism in Europe contributed to the formation of the 
Renaissance. Rich citymen became the customers of cultural products. 
Protestantism arose. The works of Ukrainian poets, writers (Yu. Drohobych, 
P. Rusin, I. Turubinskiy-Rutents, S. Klenovich, S. Orihivsky-Roksolan) in Latin 
and Polish were well-known. Volyn was the Centre of protestants. Their 

contribution into the culture were the translations of 
the Gospel, the works of I. Gizel, H. Philalet. But in 
Ukraine the ideas of Reformation did not dominate. 
Catholicism adapted to the changes. Catholic orders 
became the centres of polemics with the Protestants. 
The Jesuits order was especially active. 

Orthodoxy responded to the actions of the 
Catholics by the national movement. The peak of 
polemical literature were the works of 

I. Vyshenskyi. He preached a return to early Christianity where all were equal 
for God. The outstanding cultural monument is "Peresopnytsia Gospel" (1556-
1561) named after Peresopnytsia monastery. The presidents of Ukraine swear 
their oath on it. 

 
The Development of Education, Science, Book-printing 

Schools were in monasteries and in private estates. Education was 
available for all layers. Teachers were dyaks. Orthodox brotherhoods (Lviv, 
Kyiv, Lutsk) were active in school affairs. For the poor education was free. 
There were also advanced learners, Spuds (students), attached to brotherhoods. 
They preached and were engaged in tutoring.  

In Volyn the prince of Ostrog (1526-1608) founded a number of 
schools.The most famous was the Ostroh Academy. Seven "free sciences" were 
studied there: the trivium (grammar, rhetoric, dialectic) and the quadrivium 
(arithmetic, geometry, music, astronomy). As in Europe, the Ostroh Academy 
was "trilingual", but Hebrew was replaced for Church Slavonic, Greek and 
Latin were studied too. 
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Vertep (mama.ua) 

In 1632 Metropolitan Peter Mohyla united the Kyiv brotherhood school 
and the school which he founded in Kyiv-Pechersk Lavra. The leading 
educational institution for the Slavs, the Kyiv Mohyla Collegium was 
established. 

Many Ukrainians went to Europe. Yu. Kotermak from Drohobych 
became rector of the University of Bologna. 

Book-printing was connected with education. First books were printed in 
Cyrillic in Krakow in 1491. The printing traditions of I. Fedorov became the 
heritage of the world. He published "The Apostle" (1574), "Greek Primer" 
(1578), the Ostroh Bible (1581) in Lviv. 

 
Music, Theater, Architecture, Painting 

Musical epos was developed: dumas, ballads and historical songs. They 
sang about historical events, the valor of the heroes fighting for homeland. 
Musical instruments such as percussion (tambourine, drum, tulunbas), wind 
(surma, reed-pipe, trembita, duda, pipes, bugay), pluck string (kobza, bandura, 
torban, trimba, violin, dulcimer, lyre) were spread. Professional music was 
presented by church creations 
(for example evening songs in 
praise of Virgin Mary). Early 
forms of polyphony were 
born. A circle of musical 
books, primarily sacred 
chants, was formed. Toller art 
was developing. 

School and folk fair 
theaters were spread. School 
theatre contained recitation: 
panegyrics, eulogies, statements about important events. In the 17th century 
mystery-plays and intermedias appear. Vertep, Ukrainian puppet theatre, was 
starting up. 

Architecture. Castles of Volyn, Podillya (Lutsk et al.) included a system 
of walls with towers and a shelter for the owner, his family and the garrison. 
The buildings were made of wood. The castles of Podillya formed the fortified 
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Fortress Medzhybizh (http://vsviti.com.ua) 

line that protected from the Tatars and Turks. This line included Kamyanets-
Podilskyi fortress, Khotyn, Medzhybizh etc. It extended to the Dnieper in the 
East. In 1542 the largest Kiev castle was built, with 1 square and 14 hexagonal 
towers.  

Since the second half 
of the 16th century 
defensive architecture gives 
way to the palace 
architecture (Berezhany, 
Medzhybizh). Renaissance 
style prevailed in Lviv in 
16th–17th centuries ("High 
Castle", "Black Stone"). 

Church architecture 
evolved from the 

Byzantine-Russian style to the Renaissance and Gothic. In place of the stone 
wooden construction comes. 

 
Questions for self-control 

What were the trends in the development of Ukrainian culture? 
What was the role of Peresopnytsia Gospel in the history of Ukrainian 

culture and statehood? 
What was the activity of Orthodox Brotherhoods? 
What academic subjects were studied at schools and collegiums? 
What forms did the theatre acquire in 16th–17th centuries? 
What is the castle culture? 

 
Terms 

BALLAD – poetic narrative work in the literature or narrative song in 
music. 

BYZANTINE STYLE – a style in art and architecture which arose in 
V century. It is distinguished by the expressive lines, rich colors and gilding, 
floral designs, central dome system.  
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DUMA – recitative genre of folk epos. There was no separation on the 
verses. They were performed by kobzars, bandura players, lyre players. They 
were devoted to the struggle against the Turks, Tatars, Poles. 

DYAKS – low ecclesiastic dignitaries, having no chaplaincy. They were 
kept at public money. 

BROTHERHOODS – the national-religious and educational 
organizations of burgers in 15 th–18th centuries attached to Orthodox church. 
Opposed  Catholicism. Opened schools, printing-houses, collegiums. 

INTERMEDIA – a small comic play or a scene played out between the 
actions of the play in the medieval theater. Over time, it turned into an 
independent work. 

MYSTERY-PLAY – a genre of theater in the 14th–16th centuries, the 
basic content was the biblical stories. 

ORDER – Catholic monastic organization. 
PANEGYRIC – eulogy in honor of someone; theatrical genre, the main 

element of which was such speeches. 
POLEMICAL LITERATURE – literature of theological, artistic and 

journalistic nature in 16th–17th centuries. It appeared on the ground of struggle 
between Catholics, Protestants and Orthodox. 

RECITATION – the art of expressive reading of poems or prose 
(rhythmization of a text, emphasizing keywords with the help of intonation 
etc.). Possession of declamation art was the basis of acting, solemn, melodious 
manner of scenic speech was canonized. 

RENAISSANCE – cultural and philosophical movement of the late 
Middle Ages – the beginning of Modern age which was based on the ideals of 
humanism and was focused on the cultural heritage of antiquity. 

REFORMATION – religious, spiritual and political renewal in Europe in 
XVI century which took the form of the struggle against Catholicism and papal 
authority. It resulted in the emergence of Protestantism. 

RHETORIC – the theory of oratory. 
VERTEP – puppet mobile theatre which played in the squares. The small 

plays, related to Bible Christmas topics, were produced in it. 
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Lecture 6. CULTURE OF UKRAINIAN PEOPLE IN COSSACK STATE 

(SECOND HALF OF XVIIth – XVIIIth CENTURY) 
Plan 

1. Phenomenon of Baroque. 
2. Development of education and science. 
3. Specificity of baroque in literature, architecture, arts. 

 
Phenomenon of baroque 

The result from revolution in the 17th century was the destruction of 
medieval social barriers. The Cossack aristocracy that took the helm of state 
started developing the education, arts and temples. But the development of 
nation was slowed down by contradictions between social masses and Cossacks 
foremen, disorder between leaders of Cossacks, wars after which Russia and 
Polish-Lithuanian Commonwealth divided Ukraine. 

The main direction in culture was baroque. It is characterized by 
contrast, asymmetry, supersaturated decorativeness, use of symbols. The world 
view of baroque subjected a human to the society. The reality caused to 
admiration and melancholy at masters. Hence, we had the whimsicality, 
expression and rationalism. The world was full of mystics, metaphors. 

Ukrainian baroque is also characterized by these features. But it had the 
powerful democratic tendencies, hence, its division into higher and lower 
baroque. The first one was represented by the nobles and foremen, the second 
one – by lower middle class, peasants, ordinary Cossacks. If the centers of the 
Renaissance were in the west of Ukraine, the center of baroque culture was in 
the Left Bank Ukraine. 

 
Development of education and science 

Ukraine was the area of solid literacy. The communities supported the 
out-of-strata elementary schools. The teachers were the priests and clerks. The 
purpose of the school was to bring up a Christian, “textbooks” - ABC book, 
prayer-book, Psalter. The education was complicated by language policy of 
Poland that left only the status of church language to Ukrainian, and of Russia, 
where the books in Ukrainian church language were confiscated. 
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 The high schools were collegiums, which were established by the church 
(including in Chernihiv, 
Kharkiv, Pereiaslav, Poltava). 
At Kyiv Mohyla collegium 
(since 1701 – academy) they 
taught in Latin, studied Old 
Slavonic and Greek languages. 
The study course lasted for 12 

years; they learnt grammar, 
rhetoric poetics, philosophy, mathematics, astronomy, music. The philosophical 
school (I. Gizel, H. Koniskyi, H. Skovoroda) and literary school (K. Sakovych, 
L. Baranovych), as well as the group of theoreticians in poetry 
(F. Prokopovych, M. Dovgalevskyi, H. Koniskyi). All foremen studied at 
academy. It formed the staff for other countries. 21 from 23 rectors of Moscow 
academy graduated from it. 

The professional education is formed. They established the musical 
school (they trained singers, directors, violinists, bandura-players), medical 
school (Yelisavetgrad, now Kropyvnytskyi), artillery and navigation schools 
(Mykolaiv), additional classes at Kharkiv collegium (they trained interpreters, 
teachers, geodesists, surveyors, map-makers, artillerists, architects, artists, 
musicians, singers). The General military executive office established the kurin 
to train the diplomats, economists, military men, lawyers. 

The girls received the education at colleges. The private boarding schools 
were mainly kept by Frenchmen. They were trained for the duties of mother and 
wife. The first boarding school was established in Kremenchuk in 1779. 

15 collegiums of Jesuit Basilian order provided with education in the 
Right Bank Ukraine and Western Ukraine. They were incomplete (grammar, 
poetics, rhetoric, arithmetic, geometry, dialectics, music) and complete (courses 
of philosophy and theology as well). There were also the knight schools for 
magnates (Ostroh, Lviv). They trained civil servants, taught French and 
German languages, politics, economics, jurisprudence, history, architecture, 
fencing, dancing and riding. 
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In 1661 Lviv collegium received the title of university. Most students 
were Catholics and Uniates. Since 1780 it had 
the philosophical, legal, medical, theological 
faculties and gymnasiums. Since 1787 there was 
Ukrainian institute. 

In Ukraine there were 13 publishing 
houses – in Chernihiv, Lviv, Lutsk, Kremenets, 
Uman, etc. The leading one was the publishing 
house of Kyiv Pechersk Lavra, which only in 
1760 published 2 thousands of ABC books, in 
the west – Lviv publishing house by A. Piller, 
which in 1776 published the first newspaper in 

Ukraine – "Lviv newspaper" in French language. The significant contribution 
was made by Basilian publishing houses. The most powerful was Pochayiv 
publishing hous. In 1764 the civil font was implemented. Since that time only 
church editions were published by Cyrillic font, social editions – by civil font 
that assisted to development of folk language. 

The sciences – astronomy, mathematics, 
medicine, geography, history, philosophy were 
developed. I. Galiatovskyi studied the solar 
and lunar eclipses, rain, wind and lightning. 
F. Prokopovych created the first course of 
lectures in mathematics. I. Falkovskyi 
published the textbook in astronomy. 
Mathematics and physics took the significant 
place in Lviv University. N. Ambodyk was the 
author of the first medical textbook. 

Ye. Mukhin and D. Samoylovych implemented 
the smallpox inoculation. The philosophical tradition was developed by 
S. Yavorskyi, F. Prokopovych, I. Gizel, H. Skovoroda. 
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Specificity of baroque in literature, architecture, arts 
In literature they cultivated the hagiographical, polemic prose 

(L. Baranovych, I. Gizel, I. Galiatovskyy) but the non-religious genres were 
born. The literary thought was formed at educational establishments, first of all 
Kyiv Mohyla Academy. The memorial historical prose described the wars 
against Turks, Tartars and Polish gentry. Its samples – “Cossacks chronicles” 
by Samovidets, H. Hrabyanka, S. Velychko, anonymous “History of the 
Ruses”. The poetry reached its tops. The panegyrics to tsars and hetmans were 
highly appreciated. The collection by Skovoroda “The garden of godlike songs” 
contained 30 works. The folk poetry contained the satire for clergy, foremen, 
rich peasantry. 

The temple architecture of baroque differed from the western one with 
simplified shapes, absence of expressed main facade that meant the openness of 
the cathedral. The cruciform church of 5 
octagonal sections was popular. Ukrainian 
inventions were log gorges (tiers in the uppers 
of the temple, each of them cut the domes of the 
previous ones). Cossack cathedral is 
characterized by pear-shaped dome. The 
architectural baroque came into bloom at 
hetman Mazepa. Its features were the use of 
pilasters, columns, semi-columns, which added 
the majestic severity to the temples. Mazepa 
built 14 and reconstructed more than 20 
temples.  

European style of residence came to stay 
in Western Ukraine (palaces of the 
Wi niowiecki, Lubomirski in Rivne, Koshots 
archbishops in Obroshyno, of the Poto ki in 
Khristinopil). The residences in the Left Bank Ukraine were more modest 
(houses of Mazepa in Ivanivka, Polubotok in Chernihiv). European architecture 
spread in the second half of 18th century (Mariyinsky palace; architect Rastrelli; 
Kyiv palace, P. Neyelov, S. Kovnir; residencies of K. Razumovs’kyj and P. 
Rumiantsev in Glukhiv). 
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The baroque theater was developed as school one. Its center was Kyiv 
Mohyla Academy. The performers were schoolchildren, authors – professors. 
The main place is taken by dramas of Christmas and Easter cycles and 
historical topics. The separate cycle was moralite (plays of moral didactic 
character with allegorical sense). The epoch of rococo, which is characterized 
by light genre, came since the second third of the XVIII century. After each 
action of drama there were the intermedia with satire for social events. 

The leading directions of music included the church music (composers 
M. Diletskyi, D. Bortnianskyi, M. Berezovskyi, A. Vedel). Unlike Catholic, the 
Orthodox Church developed the choir singing a capella. If ancient Ukrainian 
monody was differed with majesty, the part choral music was full of dynamics 
and contrasts. 

Ukrainian folk music was almost completely vocal. The originals 
instruments suit not well for independent compositions and serve as an 
accompaniment. For example, bandura, torban and lyre. Other string 
instruments (gusli, violin, borrowed from Italy) or tambourine serve as music 
for dance. Trio of violin, basso and tambourine was called as “triple music”. 
The vocal character of music and absence of composers-instrumentalists 
formed the genre of dramatic work with inclusion of folk songs. There were 
calendar ritual (Christmas carols, spring songs), wedding, common, historical 
songs. Their music records for the first time were published at the end of the 
XVIII century. 

The urban songs appeared, 
among them romances. In addition 
to bandura and violins, they used 
the keyed instruments – 
clavichords, clavicembalos, 
clavecins and pianos. 

In the 1770th M. Berezovskyi 
and D. Bortnianskyi, being in Italy, 
for the first time addressed to opera 
genre. 

Painting was developed as 
monumental wall, icon-painting 
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and portrait. The main schools in painting of buildings were Kyiv, Galich, 
Zhovkva schools (European masters, as well as Yu. Shymanovych, 
I. Rutkovych, Y. Kondzelevych worked at the latter one). The samples of 
religious monumental painting – Cathedral of the Dormition and Trinity 
gatehouse church of Kyiv Pechersk Lavra, cathedral, bernardine and Carmelite 
Polish Roman Catholic churches in Lviv, Dominican Polish Roman Catholic 
church in Ternopil. The monumental painting decorated the civil facilities 
(paintings on historical, mythological, household topics at Kyiv academy, 
Pereyaslav divinity school), palaces of foremen (Koniecpolski in Pidhirtsi, 
Radziwill in Olyka, Rozumovs’kyj in Baturin, Rumiantsev in Vyshenky). 

The main kind of painting was icon painting but baroque overcame the 
harmony of medieval icons and symmetry of the Renaissance. The realistic 
features were developed; the allegorical symbolic, historical genres were 
spread. Madonna acquires the appearance of a mortal woman in national dress. 
The baroque features were the contrasts of the light and shadow, attention to the 
entourage, in particular, landscape one, deepness of colors, decorativeness. 

The high iconostasis was the synthesis of arts (architecture, chiseling, 
painting, later sculpture, jewelry). The leading 
schools were Kyiv school (iconostasis in 
Dormitory and Trinity churches at Kyiv Pechersk 
Lavra, the Monastery of St. Michael, the 
Cathedral of St. Sophia), Luben school 
(Dormitory and Mharsky monasteries). The 
iconostasis, erected by hetman Danylo Apostolus 
from the Church of the Transfiguration of the 
Savior in Velyki Sorochyntsi has over one 
hundred icons, and lateral altars are rather 
temperamental painted pictures. 

The portrait painting acquired the new 
meaning. The gallery of the Dormitory church 
includes 85 persons – princes of Kyiv Rus, 
hetmans, church leaders. The leading place was for 
parsuna (painted portrait) that united the technique of icon painting and 
European portrait. 
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Since the end of the 18th century the leading style in painting became 
classicism. The most famous masters were D. Levytsky, V. Borovikovsky.  

Engraving is developed as an independent genre. The engravers (most of 
them studied in Europe) decorated the books using the techniques of 
xylography (wood engraving), etching (metal engraving using the acid 
etching), cooper plate engraving (a picture of engraving, harrowed on copper 
plate, filled in with paint, beat on the paper). The founder of Ukrainian school 
was O. Tarasevych – the outstanding master of copper plate engraving and 
etching in Eastern Europe, author of portraits of kings, other famous persons. 
Up to 50 engravers worked in Kyiv. The engraving of Pochaiv united western 
and folk motives. 

The development of sculpture in the Left Bank Ukraine was slowed down 
by canons of church for a long time but the decorative molding was spread. The 
sculpture was the traditional art in the Polish Roman Catholic churches in 
Western Ukraine. The leading masters were S. Festinger, A. Osynskyi, 
Y. Pinzel (the latter one – author of stony statues in the of St. George’s 
Cathedral in Lviv, town hall in Buchach, etc.). 

 
Control questions 

What was the impact of Ukrainian state establishment on the development 
of national culture in the second half of the 17th–18th centuries. 

What was the originality of Ukrainian baroque? 
Analyze the tendencies for development of education in Ukraine. 
Characterize the literary genres in the 17th–18th centuries. 
What is characteristic for architecture of baroque? 
What genre was the leading one in music? 
Characterize the main kinds of theatrical performances. 
What are the tendencies in baroque painting? 

 
Terms 

CAPELLA SINGING – singing without instrumental accompaniment. 
CHRISTMAS CAROL – an ancient ceremonial Christmas carol. 
CLASSICISM – the direction in European culture in the 18th – beginning 

of the 19th century. Its features were the orientation to the creativity of the 
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Ancient Greece and Rome; rationalism; aristocraticism. Genres in literature – 
tragedy, ode, epic poem. It was also manifested in decoration of facades and 
interiors, geometrically clear planning of city centers. 

COLLEGIUM – a boarding secondary or higher school. 
ENGRAVING – a picture that is put on the surface of solid materials 

using the instruments or chemical substances. 
FACADE – an outward main side of a building, facility. 
HAGIOGRAPHY – church literature that describes the life of the saints. 
METAPHOR – an expression consisting in use of words and phrases in a 

figurative sense; artistical device, based on the similarity principle. The 
description of one event (thing) through another one. 

MONODY – one-part or group singing in unison (octave). 
OPERA – a genre of musical theatrical art combining the vocal and 

instrumental music with stage performance. 
PARSUNA (PAINTED PORTRAIT) – a portrait that combines the shape 

and technique of icon-painting (severe composition, platitude, static, symbolism 
of things) and European portrait art (a concrete human with unique appearance 
and individual inward world). 

PART CHORAL SINGING – vociferous singing. 
PILASTER – a plain projection in the wall of the building. It has the 

features of column outside – base, body but without thickening inside, capital. 
POETICS – the study about poetical art; the totality of artistic esthetical 

qualities that define the originality of some or other phenomenon of literature. 
PRAYER BOOK – a church book with texts of prayers. 
PSALTER – a part of the Bible, Book of Psalms. 
ROCOCO – the style in European art of the XVIII century, associated 

with aristocratic culture. It arose in France. It is famous with refined decoration 
of interiors, decorativeness, chamber, graciousness – in music, mannerism of 
images – in visual art. 

ROMANCE – a short musical composition on poems with lyric content 
for a voice part in accompaniment of the instrument. 

SPRING SONGS – cheerful songs, with bright poetics, diversity of 
motives, first of all loving ones. 
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THEOLOGY – the same as divinity. Divinity – the scholastic church 
study about the God and dogmas of religion. 
 

Lecture 7. NATIONAL REVIVAL OF XIXth – BEGINNING XXth 
CENTURIES 

Plan 
1. Trends and conditions of cultural development in Europe and Ukraine. 
2. The development of education and science in Ukraine in the XIXth 

century.  
3. Romanticism, critical realism and modernism in literature.  
4. The formation of national art. 

 
Trends and conditions of cultural development in Europe and Ukraine 

The capitalism extended the culture beyond elites, created intellectuals 
from different social groups, but its injustice led to increased frustration. The 
Romanticism came to replace the Enlightenment and Classicism. Its followers 
oppose normativity. In the second half of the nineteenth century break with 
cultural tradition marked the emergence of a new direction – the Realism, 
which is characterized by a specific historical images of typical events, 
characters, heroes connection with social origin. At the end of the century a 

variety of vested interests as a 
consequence of the industrial 
revolution led to the cultural 
crisis, the theory of "words such 
as", the birth of Eclecticism, 
Symbolism, Impressionism, 
Post-impressionism, etc. The 
rationalism was trying to adapt 
to the changes. Due to this the 

Modern style has been appeared. 
Reforms of the Austrian emperors opened the way for capitalism in 

Halychyna before the rest of Ukraine. There were organizations that have 
developed popular culture. The most famous were the circle of "Ruska trijtsya" 
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("Russian trinity") and its almanac "Rusalka Dnistrova" ("Mermaid Dniester") 
with a selection of folk songs.  

In Nadniepryanschyna (Dnieper region) national movement was breaking 
through the shackles of feudalism, helped by the emergence of the universities, 
the opposition of The Brotherhood of Saints Cyril and Methodius, and in 1850–
1870th by the Hromadas which collected samples of popular culture and 
educated. Autocratic rule replied to this by the decree 1876 which ban the 
printing of books, staging performances in the Ukrainian. This led to the 
activation of those who were willing to combine cultural activities with the 
politics (M. Drahomanov, L. Ukrainka) So, in terms of cultural development of 
Ukraine an interesting situation has developed. A more democratic system of 
Austria-Hungary was allowed to carry out cultural activities, but the cultural 
potential of Western Ukraine was insufficient. This potential had been existed 
in Nadnepryanschyna (Dnieper region), but here up to 1905 the civilized 
conditions for the development of culture were abscent. Only the revolution of 
1905–1907 lifted restrictions. 

 
The Development of Education and Science in Ukraine in the XIXth 

century 
In spite of the school reform 1804, the opening of Kharkiv and Kyiv 

universities, the state of 
education in Ukraine did not 
meet the public needs. The 
situation began to change after 
the reforms of 1860–1870th. 
Primary schools have been 
established, where the pupils 
learned to write, read and 
count. Gradually the range of 

subjects expanded and began 
to include natural sciences, 
geometry, lineage. Secondary education included classical grammar school 
(humanities) and the real schools (technical). Odesa University, Kyiv 
Polytechnic Institute, Katerinoslav Mining School, the Higher Courses for 
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Women were established. Local authorities played a great role in the 
educational sphere. But material well-being did not allow most children to get 
an education, so the literate rates were 15–28 %. 

In 1869 Austria-Hungary authorities introduced compulsory education for 
children 6-14 years old. In 1914 in Eastern Halychyna there were 2500 
Ukrainian schools, 6 high schools, the Department of the Ukrainian language at 
Chernivtsi University and the Department of Ukrainian history at Lviv 
University. But 55–75 % of the population were illiterate.  

During this period the alternative forms of public education – a museums 
(in 1917 – 36), libraries (at the beginning of the 20th century – 3153, 2 million 
books), clubs have been appeared. 

The scientific achievements included the establishment of Physical 
Chemistry by M. Beketov, of Russian base blast furnace by M. Kurako, of 
bacteriological station by I. Mechnikov, of military surgery by M. Pirogov. The 
general works on the history of Ukraine, on linguistics, etc. have been appeared. 
M. Kostomarov, V. Antonovych and especially M. Hrushevsky left an 
outstanding mark in the history.  

In 19th century the new forms of scientific production have been appeared. 
There were scientific communities – South-West Geographic Society, Odesa 
Society for History and Antiquities, Shevchenko Scientific Society, etc.  

 
Romanticism, Critical Realism and Modernism in Literature 

Romanticism gained foothold in literature in 1820-1830th. I. Kotlyarevsky 
began the Ukrainian literature language design in the "Eneyida". P. Hulak-
Artemovsky, Y. Hrebinka, H. Kvitka-Osnovyanenko were his followers. 
M. Hogol wrote in Russian, but his Ukrainian origin influented upon the subject 
matter and artistic thinking. At the turn of Romanticism and Realism created 
the poet T. Shevchenko, who became a national symbol. 

Since the 1860th the epoch of Realism was marked by creativity of 
fabulist L. Hlibov, of the author of the first socio-psychological novel 
Lyuboratsky A. widnicky, of poet and writer Yu. Fedkovych from Bukovina, 
of the creator of social and domestic novel I. Nechuy-Levytsky, of the author of 
poems, historical novels, psychological dramas I. Franko. A woman is the 
central figure in Marko Vovchok’s prose (real name – M. Vilinska).  
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A new stage in the literature was connected with Modernism. The 
looking for the new aesthetic principles 
was inherent for it (O. Kobylianska, 
M. Kotsiubynskyi, V. Stefanyk, 
M. Voronyi, V. Vynnychenko, Lesya 
Ukrainka, P. Karmanskyi, 
A. Krymsky ). Modernists adopted 
artistic model of European Decadence, 
Symbolism, Impressionism. Their 
leader Lesya Ukrainka criticized 

narodniks. In 1897 she noted that 
I. Franko have used the word "people" 
not in the European sense, but in the sense of "peasants". She determined 
intelligentsia as the subject of education. While the narodniks regarded 
Ch. Dickens, H. Spencer as the authorities, the modernists did so about the 
Symbolists, F. Nietzsche, A. Schopenhauer, H. Ibsen, Maeterlinck, Verlaine.  

Another feature of Modernism is the attention to feminism, which came 
from H. Ibsen's plays and was popular in Central Ukraine. The plot of 
Kobylianska’s works is the clash between the female power and male 
weakness. Her heroines are strong psychologically, intellectually, emotionally 
and sexually. 

 
The Formation of National Art 

The beginning of the 19th century was marked by the activity of amateur 
theaters. Among the outstanding performances were "Natalka-Poltavka" and 
"Moskal wizard" by I. Kotlyarevskyi (Poltava theater). The professional 
theaters appeared in 1880-1890th. M. Starytskyi’s and M. Kropyvnytskyi’s 
troupe was the most famous among them.  

In the first half of the 19th century M. Maksymovych and M. Markevych 
have published the folk song books. The theological seminaries, high schools 
and universities were the centers of musical culture. The professional music 
was forming. S. Hulak-Artemovskyi created the opera "Zaporozhets za 
Dunayem" (Zaporozhets beyond the Danube). M. Lysenko’s creativity was the 
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era in music. In 1870-1890th he creates the operas "Natalka-Poltavka", 
"Christmas Eve", "Drowned".  

V. Sternberg (he was attracted by crossing the stage on the Dnieper, by 
fairs and weddings), T. Shevchenko (one of the first portrayed the life of the 

peasantry; in 1860 became an academician 
of engraving of the St. Petersburg Academy 
of Arts), marine painter I. Aivazovskyi were 
among the prominent artists of the XIXth 
century. Realism was approved in the visual 
arts in 1860th. The Society for Traveling Art 
Exhibitions (head – I. Kramskoy), the 
Society of South Russian artists, Kyiv and 
Kharkov society of art exhibitions were 
created. V. Orlovskyi, S. Svetoslavskyi, 
P. Levchenko, S. Vasilkivskyi were the 
famous landscape painters. A. Murashko 
was the master of psychological portrait 

("Portrait of the artist Nikolai Petrov", "Girl 
in a red hat", "Parisian near cafe"). He was 

invited to the exhibitions in Berlin, Vienna, Paris, Amsterdam, Munich, Venice. 
The new artistic trend appeared in the early XXth. O. Bohomazov, 

Boychuks, Burliuks, O. Ekster, V. Yermilov, K. Malevich, A. Petrytskyi were 
widely known to the art fans. A French critic A. Nakov called this trend as 
"Ukrainian avant-garde". Its rise was due to large number of groups, 
exhibitions, magazines ("In the world of art", "Art in the South of Russia"; in 
1913–1914 the Ukrainian art magazine "The Shining" was published). 

D. Burliuk was the Father of Russian Futurism. O. Bogomazov founded 
Cubo-Futurism. V. Kandinskyi was the radical innovator. He developed the 
concept of out-of-predmet in painting. In his view, random game spots and 
lines, hich replaces images of reality should prevail in the picture. The samples 
are "The ladies in crinolines" (1909), "Improvisation No. 7" (1910). Since 1910, 
the era of Abstract art began. It abandoned realistic depiction. K. Malevich 
founded Suprematism which was one of the highest achievements of Ukrainian 
avant-garde. His concept appeared in 1915, when the painting Black Square 
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was created. In the manifesto "From Cubism and Futurism to Suprematism" he 
stated that Suprematism was determined by the dynamic tension and contrast, 
and color and shape are separated one from another.  

The development of industry intensified urban development, the search 
for new types of buildings, materials. The appearance of the cities was changed. 
Business and social life was transferred to the main streets where the apartment 
houses, banks, shopping centers were built. For a long time the building was 
spontaneous. Factory buildings were situated in residential neighborhoods, the 
workers suburbs were formed (Shulyavka in Kyiv, Chechelivka in 
Katherinoslav, workers' settlements in Donbas). But this couldn’t not obscure 
artistic originality of architecture. Since the end of the 19th century metal 
structures were used, the first buildings of concrete and reinforced concrete 
were built. 

In the 1870th the Eclectic – free use of architectural styles and decorative 
elements from different times 
and peoples – became the 
leading direction. Architects 
converge on the fact that the 
main role of rational planning 
and choice of style interior and 
exterior design was dictated by 
the purpose of the building and 
by the customers’ taste 

impetus.  
The change of style in 

Kyiv was stimulated by the restoration by K. Majewski of Mariyinskyi Palace, 
which struck by the elegance and richness of the late Baroque. Soon there were 
great buildings of Kyiv, Lviv, Odesa operas performed in the Viennese style 
"Ringstrasse". Eclectic principles were embodied by V. Nikolaev. He 
participated in the construction of Merchants  Assembly in Kyiv (now 
Philharmonic), Berhonyev Theatre (now Lesya Ukrainka Russian drama 
Theatre), St. Nicholas Cathedral of Pokrovskyi monastery. 

At the early 20th century Modern style appeared. That was associated with 
the desire to create a synthetic identity, which became the basis of new 
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construction with metal and concrete. But brick remained the basic material of 
mass construction and the works of «pure» modernism – liquid. 

Modern and romantic eclecticism were combined in V. Gorodetskyi 
creativity. He believed that buildings of new materials should create and at the 

same time give them the appearance 
in the spirit of old styles. He was the 
author of the Kunsthistorisches 
Museum (Museum of Art), the 
Mikolay catholic church (the Hall of 
organ music), Kenesa (Karaite house 
of worship). V. Gorodetskyi used 
ornaments with oriental motifs that 
resembled stone carving but actually 
sculpted cement. His own house on 
Bankova Street – "House with 

Chimeras" – played a special role. It 
was decorated by Italian animal 

painter E. Salle. But the synthesis of modern and animalistic sculpture didn’t 
develop in 20th century. 

At the early 20th century Neoclassicism received a new breath. It reflects 
the ruling class claims to state greatness and search for a cure different art 
styles. By P. Aleshyn’s projects the Teaching Museum (now the Teacher's 
House in Kyiv), Olginskaya female high school (National Academy of Sciences 
of Ukraine) were built. The examples of neoclassicism were given by creativity 
of O. Beketov – in the design of Kharkiv Agricultural Institute (1912–1914) 
and O. Krasnoselskyi – in the Empire style forms of child guesthouse in 
Katerinoslav (1914–1915) and so on. 

The technical inventions opened the way for cinema. It influented on the 
consciousness due to the synthesis of tools inherent in other arts. The first films 
showed the events no installation. There was no soundtrack. The first Ukrainian 
film "Zaporizka Sich" was created in 1911 by D. Sakhnenko in Katerinoslav. 
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Control questions 
What were the reasons of change of art styles in the early 19th century?  
What places were the centers of education and science in Ukraine? 
What romantic writers do you know? 
What are the characteristic features of literature Realism? 
Main Features and representatives of modern literature? 
What are the names of Ukrainian playwrights? 
What were the features of the musical life of Ukraine in the 19th century? 
What is the Ukrainian avant-garde?  
Describe trends in the development of art and architecture. 

 
Terms 

BSTRACT ART – the direction in art of the 20th century. Refuses from 
the picture of reality, represents the transition to the "pure art". The first trend in 
A.a. focuses on the variety of colors and musical associations, the second 
(Suprematism) – at the junction of geometric shapes, colorful squares, lines and 
curves.  

AVANT-GARDE – one of the most radical modernist trends, completely 
drops the connection with the tradition. K. Malevich, J. Joyce, S. Daly were the 
modernists. 

CUBISM – the modernist direction in arts at the beginning of the 20th 
century. Its representatives depicted the world in "simple" geometrical shapes 
and people and things – in the form of interaction of planes with geometrical 
forms (cube, cone, ball, and cylinder). The purpose was to show a thing from 
different points of view. The cubists were P. Picasso, P. Sezann, V. Kandinskyi, 
O. Arkhypenko. According to the words by P. Picasso, a creator creates the 
world not as he sees it but as he thinks it. 

DECADENCE – the name of the crisis in the arts and culture of the late 
19th–early 20th century. That marked the mood of hopelessness, frustration, 
aestheticism, extreme subjectivism of artists, rejection of social topics. 

FUTURISM – the direction in art that originated in Italy in 1909 as an 
alternative to Cubism. It is characterized by an emphasis on the "gross" things, 
an apology for technology and urbanization. 
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IMPRESSIONISM – the direction in art, the basic principle of which was 
not really show, but impressions from it. It originated in the French Painting 
1870-1890s. 

MODERN – stylistic trend in literature and art context at the end of 19th – 
at the beginning of 20th century. Its features: rejection of straight lines and 
angles for a more natural lines, interest in new technologies, flourishing of arts 
and crafts, eclectic mix of previous styles. 

MODERNISM – a set of art styles of the end 19th – 20th centuries, which 
characterized the denial of realism, the search for new aesthetic principles. It 
manifested in expressionism, cubism, futurism, abstractionism, surrealism, 
conceptualism, and others currents. 

NEOCLASSICISM – style in art, based on the styling of the external 
forms of ancient art and the Italian Renaissance. Originated in the 18th century, 
in Ukraine has been extended in the 19th – early 20th century. 

POST-IMPRESSIONISM – the direction in art. Artists of this trend are 
not observed only visual impressions, and sought to free and generalized 
transfer materiality of the world, resorted to decorative stylization. 

REALISM – an artistic method that means the objective reflection of 
reality, concrete historical reflection of typical events, characters, characters 
connection with social origin. The domination of prose genres was peculiar for 
literature. Have attained the highest development in the 19th century. 

ROMANTICISM – an artistic method, according to which, as opposed to 
the reality of life put a picture of the desired. R. followers opposed classicism. 

SURREALISM – the direction of modernism in art and literature of the 
20th century. Denies the role of reason and experience in the work and is 
looking for its source in the subconscious. Surrealists consider creativity as "the 
world a new reality" that has distracted from everyday problems. 

SYMBOLISM – literary and artistic direction of the late 19th – early 20th 
century. According to it, the foundation work is a symbol – an idea which is 
hidden in the surrounding and supernatural phenomena and which can only 
reveal through art. Its features: the cult of "words such as", attention to 
complicated images and associations inclination to mystical, use capital letters 
in some words to emphasize their importance, etc. 
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Lecture 8. CULTURAL LIFE OF UKRAINE IN th – th 
CENTURIES 

Plan 
1. National culture in time and after revolution 
2. Development of culture in the conditions of the totalitarian modes.  
3. Cultural life in Western Ukraine.  
4. Contradictions of culture in a post-war period.  
5. Development of literature and art in independent Ukraine.  

 
National culture in time and after revolution 

The overthrow of autocracy created favourable terms for a national 
culture. In 1917–1918 were opened more than 200 Ukrainian gymnasiums, real 
and commercial schools, Kyiv and Kamyanets-Podilskyi ukrainian universities. 
The National gallery of arts, Ukrainian historical museum, national library, 
Ukrainian theatre dramas and operas, state choir, symphonic orchestra were 
founded, Ukrainian Academy of sciences was opened. Creation of 
Autocephalous orthodoxy church became the noticeable phenomenon. 

After victory of Soviet power many cultural workers emigrated. 
Government decided to prepare intelligentsia from workers and peasants. Policy 
of ukrainization  was conducted. To the middle of 1920th 78% schools were an 
Ukrainian-language. Obligatory primary education was entered. In 1938 there 
were 130 institutions of higher education and 124 thousand students in Ukraine. 

There were many modernistic flows in a culture. Futurists propagandized 
urbanization of culture. Union "Gart" (hardening) put as an aim creation of 
"proletarian culture", Union of peasant writers "Plough" try to change a 
consciousness of peasantry in a spirit of proletarian revolution. Organizations 
"Free Academy of Proletarian Literature" and "Proletfront" (proletarian front) 
arosed up on initiative of . Khvyliovy, insisting on the European orientation 
and pulling out a slogan "Away from Moscow". 

Leading light of theatre was L. Kurbas. He got the gold medal in Paris in 
1925. Odesa and Kyiv film studios worked. In the films of O. Dovzhenko 
"Zvenigora", "Arsenal", "Earth" was born the "Ukrainian poetic cinema". The 
center of avant-guard in painting was the Kyiv artistic institute, where 

. Malevich worked. In a sculpture an accent was done on propagandistic 
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possibilities. Almost in every city there were monuments to Lenin. The 
monuments of . Shevchenko set also. The author of many of them was 

. Manizer. 
Musical life was active. 

Republican choir and choir 
"Dumka" propagandized Ukrainian 
music. A musical theatre institute 
was founded in Kyiv. Opera 
troupes appeared in Kyiv and 
Kharkiv. A high level was attained 
by singing ( . Litvynenko-
Volhemut, I. Patorzhinskyi, 

. Petrusenko, B. Hmyria). 
Rationalism (search rational in a vivid aspect), constructivism (creation of 

space by means of new technique, such materials as metal, flowed), were 
noticeable in architecture. In 1936–1939 by the project of tutor of the Kyiv 
engineering and building institute (now KNUCA) V. Zabolotny was built 
Supreme Soviet of Ukraine.  

 
Development of culture in the conditions of the totalitarian modes 
Totalitarian mode inflicted a sledge-hammer blow on a culture. Literature 

and art were politicized. For control above culture were created the official 
unions of writers, composers, artists, architects. In 1932 Socialistic realism was 
proclaimed by an only correct method. Neoclassicism became leading 
architectural style, reflecting the steadfastness of power. 

Ukrainization was convoluted. . Hrushevskyi was arrested, 
O. Dovzhenko transfered to Moscow, poet . Rylskyi and satirist Ostap 
Vyshnya were exiled, L. Kurbas shot up. The state took a course on forming of 
atheistic world view. Pressure grew on Orthodoxy. Autocephalous church was 
liquidated, many temples – destroyed.  

In the war-time the Stalin mode for stimulation of patriotism used cultural 
traditions of people. After war ideological pressure was renewed. A new wave 
of fight against "nationalism" was on 1950th. A Greco-catholic church as factor 
of consciousness of western Ukrainians was liquidated.  
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Attempts to put right cultural life at fascist occupation became tragic. In 
Kyiv the "Ukrainian word" and "Litavri" were closed, and their organizers, 
members of OUN . eliha and I. Yirlyavskyi were executed. 

 
Cultural life in Western Ukrain  

Eastern Halychyna and Western Volyn entered in the complement of 
Poland. Politics of polonization was here conducted. In 1922 there were 1859 
Ukrainian schools in Eastern Halychyna, and in 1937 – only 352. The 
Ukrainian departments in the Lviv university were closed. Pursuits were tested 
by Shevchenko Scientific society. However it succeeded to produce the first 
Ukrainian encyclopedia (1930–1935).  

For literature, politicizing was 
characteristic. The supporters of nationalism 
(U. Samchuk, I. Melanyuk, . lzhych, 

. eliha) were united around a magazine 
Visnyk. The writers oriented on the USSR 
(Y. Halan, . Tudor) united in a group Gart 
(hardening) and published the magazine Vikna 
(windows). There were many in a group of 
writers of liberal orientation (Yu. Shkrumeliak, 
B.-I. ntonych, I. Vilde, B. Lepkyi).  

Considerable influence on development 
of culture was rendered by a Greco-catholic 
church. In 1939 in Halychyna and 
TransCarpathian it had 4,37 million believers, 
3040 parishes. 

Difficult was position of Ukrainian culture in Bukovina (Romania). Till 
1927 were closed or romanized Ukrainian schools, in the Chernivtsi university 
– the Ukrainian departments were closed.  

In Czechoslovakia national and cultural policy was liberal. The amount of 
Ukrainian initial schools (from 525 to 851), gymnasium (from 3 to 11) grew in 
TransCarpathian. In schools it was settled to choose the language of education. 
"Prosvita" ("Enlightenment"), society of rusofills named by Duhnovich and 
other operated freely. 
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Contradictions of culture in a post-war period 

Coming to power of M. Khrushchev, critic of "cult of personality" of 
Stalin opened road for 
liberalization of public life. The 
generation "sixties" grew 
differing in respect to 
personality, by adherence to 

freedom. Orientation and appeal 
to feelings became firm in prose ( . Honchar, P. Zahrebelnyi, Yu. Zbanatskyi). 
The poets I. Drach, L. Kostenko, V. Symonenko, . Vyingranovskyi declared 
about itself. Ukrainian-language vaudeville music develops. New operas, 
ballets, symphonies (H. Maiboroda, . Dankevych, B. Lyatoshinskyi) appeared. 
World confession got national school of vocal art ( . Solovianenko, 
D. Hnatyuk, O. Miroshnichenko).  

Became the tops of the cinema the 
films of S. Paradzhanov "Lithoidal cross", 
"Shadows of the forgotten ancestors", 
L. Osyka  "Zahar Bercut", I. Illenko "White 
bird with black gorget", L. Bykov "Only 
old soldiers are going to battle", 
I. Mykolaichuk "Babylon ".  

In 1950th 8-years-old education 
became obligatory, in 1970th – complete 
AV. Disciplines of cybernetic engineer, 
social science, genetics were entered in 
institutions of higher education. There were 
new universities and institutes. But there 
was Russification of education. Permission 
at choice by the parents of language of 
educating at prevailing of Russian in many spheres resulted in reduction of 
schools with Ukrainian teaching. Censorship goes back into literature. Among 
intelligentsia there was dissident motion the members of what defended 
freedom of speech.  
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Negative tendencies characterized development of painting, where 
narodniks’ style of 19th century was implanted, a pictorialism prevailed above 
expressiveness. At the same time the prominent artists  . Shovkunenko, 

. Yablonska, . Deregus continued to create. 
To the middle of 1980th a deep public 

crisis was obvious. Ideology of the mode 
conflicted with realities of scientific and 
technical revolution, distribution of 
informative networks, forming of autonomous 
type of personality. New reality in a culture 
got the name of Post-modernism.  It  was  
investigation of disappointment in the ideals 
of Inlightening with its projected values. In an 

art post-modernism meant the synthesis of 
styles. In architecture it overcame limit nature of functionalism. Irony of post-
modernism literature overcomes a modernistic tragedy.  

In 1985 Communist Party proclaimed democratization. The return of the 
forbidden works began. A fight went for getting up Ukrainian culture. Were 
created the Ukrainian culturological club, Society of Ukrainian language named 
by Shevchenko and others. Law "About languages" 1989 declared Ukrainian as 
a state language. 

 
Development of literature and art in independent Ukraine 

Independence opened new 
possibilities for development of 
culture. To the new stage of art 
development peculiar are: the 
involvement to the world artistic 
context and while maintaining of 
national uniqueness; update of 
thematic, genre and vivid circle of art; 

orientation on the mobile forms of 
organization of artistic life (festivals) and artists (unions, studios), capture 
artistic innovations – electronic music, performances, installations, reality-



114 
 

Jamala (polezner.ru) 

Andriy Zholdak (vk.com) 

shows, computer and 3d-technologies. A reverse side became by distribution of 
"kitch", genres thriller,  "soap opera". Stratification of artistic culture deepens 
on elite and mass. 

Literature in this time is a colorful panorama of styles, genres and 
traditions. The older generation (B. Oliynyk, O. Honchar, Yu. Mushketyk, 
P. Zahrebelnyi, R. Ivanychuk, A. Dimarov, V. Drozd, L. Kostenko, I. Drach, 
D. Pavlychko etc.) tends to preserve traditions, youngers (A. Kurkov, 

Yu. Andrukhovych, O. Irvanets, 
Yu. Izdryk, B. Zholdak, O. Zabuzhko, 
S. Zhadan, K. Moskalets, 
Yu. Vynnychuk, P. Prokhasko, 
E. Kononenko etc.) – to update values, 
literary language, imagery and themes.  

  Currents become a problem 
understanding the Ukrainian mentality, 
national spiritual achievements of 

human socialization. R. Ivanychuk, M. Vingranovskyi, P. Zahrebelnyi and 
others refer to the historical, patriotic themes. Free of stylistic clichés, full of 
pathos civil poetry I. Drach, D. Pavlychko, a work of L. Kostenko "Zapiski 
ukrainskogo samashedshego" ("The 
Memoirs of Ukrainian Madman") 
draw attention to the problems of 
spiritual impoverishment, argue civil 
destiny of man. 

Literature is replenished by 
fantasy (L. Pahutyak, M. and S. 
Dyachenko), social novel 
(Yu. Andrukhovych), youth story and 
the novel (S. Zhadan), thriller 
(L. Deresh). Postmodernism is 
represented by Yu. Izdryk, T. Prokhasko, O. Zabuzhko, S. Zhadan, A. Bondar, 
B. Cibulko, the group "Bu-Ba-Bu" and "Ironic Kyiv School" (V. Dubrava, 
B. Zholdak, L. Podervianskyi). They are distinguished by a spirit of irony, the 
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attraction to the spectacular show – masquerade, carnival, kitch and using slang, 
leveling the author's words through citations. 

The eternal significance feminine reflected in the works of M. Savka, 
M. Kiyanovska, B. Matiyash, E. Kononenko, M. Matios, L. Gontaruk, 
I. Rozdobudko, O. Zabuzhko. The development of children's literature devoted 
to the work of R. Skibo, I. Andrusyak, I. Malkovich, Yu. Vynnychuk, 
I. Kalynets. 

In the music symphony genre kept significance. L. Kolodub, 
E. Stankovic, V. Zolotukhin, V. Gubarenko, I. Shcherbakov turn to it (often in 
the synthesis of oratorios, cantatas, Mass, 
ballet). V. Silvestrov, S. Stankovic, 
L. Kolodub, W. Kaminsky, M. Skorik, 
I. Karabits, V. Guba, V. Zolotukhin etc. work 
in the plane chamber, including electronic, 
music. Innovation form a desire of S. Zazhytko, 
M. Kovalinas, A. Kozarenko, Yu. Laniuk, 
K. Tsepkolenko to "blur" the boundaries of 
genre, to synthesis of arts, intellectual 
atmosphere of the game. Return to the values of 
the nation led to combination of the religious 
and historical subjects in the activity of 
V. Ptushkin, E. Stankovic. Contemporary folk 
reflection characterizes Yu. Laniuk, 
A. Yakovchuk, J. Lapynsky, V. Guba.  

The international contests of 
instrumentalists are held: piano contests, 
devoted to memory of V. Gorovets, directors’ contest, named after S. Turchak, 
choir collectives – contest, named after M. Leontovych, vocalists’ contest, 
named after S. Krushelnytska (on the base of Lviv Theater of Opera and 
Ballet), bandura players’ contest, named after G. Khotkevych, multidisciplinary 
contest, named after M. Lysenko. 

Festivals "Chervona Ruta", "Tavria Games", "Chayka" etc. contributed to 
reveal talents of O. Ponomarev, Ani Lorak, O. Pavlyshyn, J. Bodnaruk. 
R. Lyzhychko and Jamala won the Eurovision Song Contests. The tendency to 
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use folklore is clear. "Vopli Vidoplyasova" (O. Skrypka) was one of the first 
band who had used folk tunes in rock music. Among the most famous rock 
bands – "Okean Elzy", "Tanok na maydane Kongo", "Kryhitka Tsakhes", 
"Skryabin", "Tartak", "Plach Ieremyii", "Komu vniz". 

The following purely vocal groups are popular – "Piccardian tertsia", 
"Mensound". The guitar classical music is represented by creativity of musician 
and virtuoso . Shevchenko, performer V. Petrenko. 

The repertoire of choir collectives consists of works by L. Dychko and 
G. Gavrylets, instrumental collectives – Zh. and L. Kolobud, V. Runchak. The 
special place belongs to the orchestra of folk instruments and G. Mayboroda 
National Honorary Capella of bandura players. V. Lukyanets, V. Gryshko, 

I. Borko, V. Pyvovarov, 
R. Mayboroda, T. Shtonda, 
M. Didyk, L. Zabiliasta, 
M. Stefiuk, O. Nagorna 
improve the traditions of 
Ukrainian opera singing. 

The theater differs 
with availability of its 
various types ("saloon", 
democratic, elite, 

"informal"), number of studios, "small stages", experimental, etc. The principles 
of postmodern esthetics, means for expression of existentialism theater, theater 
of the absurd, etc. move to the forefront in productions by A. Zholdak, 
A. Litok, S. Moyseev, R. Sturua, Yu. Odynokyi. 

The basis for revival of cinema art at the beginning of 20th–21st century is 
the conceptualization of historical way of Ukraine (films by Yu. Illenko, 
M. Maschenko, O. Sanin, O. Yanchuk). The topic of significance of spiritual 
values and perniciousness of their loss is leading at V. Tykhyi, A. Benkendorf, 
Ye. Neyman, I. Voloshyn.  

The genre diversity of films (by R. Balayan, O. Kiriyenko, etc.), 
presented at festivals "Cinema-Yalta", the deep realization of public problems 
demonstrated that Ukrainian cinema is overcoming with the crisis. The foreign 
awards (to K. Muratova, S. Loznitsia) testify to the acknowledgements of 
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cinema, in particular short motion films. The creation of Ukrainian animation 
was added with films by O. Pedan, S. Koval, E. Kirych. 

Fine arts and sculpture are 
the picturesque world of 
individual styles. 
T. Nedoshovenko, 
M. Khymych, N. Bondarenko 
are inclined to revival of sacred 

painting. The bible and 
mythological topics saturate the 
works by O. Zholud, V. Grytsanenko, O. Postupnyi. The realistic background 
defines the world outlook and stylistics of famous painters (T. Yablonska, 
A. Konstantynopolskyi, V. Holba, V. Syngayivskyi, V. Sydorenko, O. Shylo, 
V. Kulikov), graphic artists (L. Chebykin, V. Igumentsev, O. Martynets, 
O. Veklenko, B. Boyko), sculptors (L. Baver, Z. Fedyk, O. Tabatchykov, 
G. Kudlayenko, V. Petriv). V. Sydorenko, A. Antoniuk, I. Marchuk, 
V. Gontarov demonstrate the ability of «smelting» the realistic and postmodern 
orientations. The works by Yu. Shein, installations by sculptor O. Ridnyi, 

graphic artist P. Makov reflect the 
admiration of abstract shape. 

Ukrainian artists take efforts 
to create own directions. A. And 
suggested the associative 
symbolism, Ye. Leschenko – 
Paradise art. The symbolic images 
saturate the works by 
Yu. Charyshnikov, S. Lisitsyn. 
The aesthetics of postmodernism 
is the source for creative world of 
painter S. Poyarkov and sculptor 

O. Pinchuk. The innovation of fine arts stipulates the saturation of artistic space 
with such phenomena as graffiti and installations. 
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The creative unions of artists, municipal and private galleries ("Pinchuk 
Art Center" in Kyiv, gallery "AVEK" in Kharkiv, etc.) play the role in laying 
the new ways in fine arts. 

The architecture becomes more global, pluralistic due to direction. 
Postmodern and high tech styles are met more often. The example of 
postmodernism is the museum "Pysanka" (Kolomiya, 2000, architect 
I. Shulman), Kyiv academic puppet theater (2005, V. Yudin). The concept for 
restoration of historical part of Kyiv taking into consideration the landscape and 
decorative elements of brick architecture is used at construction of residential 
complex "Vozdvyzhenka" (2003–2013, V. Shtrygal). The hotel "Hyatt Regency 
Kyiv" (2005, Ya. Vich) was built in the style of "mirror architecture" with 
elements of high tech in 2005 in St. Sofia square in Kyiv. The structural and 
artistic plastic possibilities and traditional materials are successfully used in 
buildings, and the light reinforced-plastic structures, decorated with finishing 
materials, are used in new buildings. The churches and cathedrals are mainly 
built in Byzantian style, rarely – in classical, gothic, pseudo-Russian. The 
construction in style of Ukrainian baroque is unique (Archbishop Oleksander of 
Kharkiv cathedral). The tasks of modern architecture are the diversity in 
manifestations of aesthetics, search for author’s originality and taking into 
consideration the historical and cultural environment. 

 
Control questions 

Achievements of revolution 1917–1921 in education and culture. 
What was the essence of "Ukrainization" policy? 
What is the modernism? 
What was the negative influence of Stalinism on cultural life of Ukrainian 

people? 
What were the reasons for crisis of culture during the last years of Soviet 

power? 
What is postmodernism? Characterize its main features. 
What are the tendencies for development of artistic culture in independent 

Ukraine? 
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Terms 

AUTOCEPHALOUS ORTHODOXY CHURCH – an orthodoxy church 
having complete independence. Created in Ukraine in 1921, in 1930 was 
destroyed, recovered – at the end of 1980th. 

CHAPEL – choir of choristers. With 18th century also ensemble from 
singers and performers on musical instruments.  

DISSIDENT – a man whose views differ from official ones. It was the 
name for the oppositin participators in the USSR, who fought against the 
regime by peaceful means and were oppressed by the power. 

EXISTENTIALISM – a direction in philosophy of the 20th century that 
positions a human as a unique spiritual being, which is able to choose its own 
destiny. The main manifestation of existence is the freedom, which is defined as 
the responsibility for result of own choice. 

GRAFFITI – images, pictures, inscriptions, written or drawn by a paint, 
inks on walls and other surfaces.  

FANTASY – literary genre, which takes place in a fictional world where 
fiction and wonders of our world is a reality.  

HI-TECH – stylistic trend in modern architecture and design-oriented 
functionality, scientific, elite service architecture using high technology. 

INSTALLATION – a form of modern art, being the spatial composition 
created from different elements and showing by itself artistic unit.  

KITCH – the display of mass culture, characterized by a mass production 
(literary works, theatricals, songs and other) and orientation on the necessity of 
ordinary consciousness.  

POST-MODERNISM – a direction in art. Is characterized by the variety 
of styles, address to the forgotten traditions, grotesque forms of artistic 
expressiveness, identifying of art with inartistic spheres (politician, info).  

REALITY SHOW – a televisional genre the plot of what is a show of 
actions of group of people in a close to life situation.  

"SOAP OPERA" – one of formats of tele-serials, that differs in successive 
exposition of storyline in the episodes of serials on television and radio.  

SOCIALISTIC REALISM – ideological method of art in Soviet literature 
and art. Its principles were images of reality according to the revolutionary 
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development, strengthening of the leading role of the Communist Party, 
attracting workers to the construction of socialism.  

SOCIAL NOVEL – one of the varieties of novel genre, which reveals the 
characters of the multifaceted diversity of all their psychological functioning in 
difficult situations.  

THEATER OF ABSURD – the direction in the European theater, which 
originated in the mid-twentieth century. Manifestation in the field of theatrical 
surrealism - the direction that tries to understand the proportion of the human 
soul out of control logic and reason. According to T. a., The world is pointless 
accumulation of facts, events and words. The goal of the play - creating a 
horrible mood.  

THRILLER – a genre of literature, film, aimed to foster the viewer 
feelings of anxiety, fear. Includes detective, spy, adventure works of others.  
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History-pravo: . .  (history-

pravo-chip12.blogspot.com) 
:    » 

(uk.aud.wikia.com) 
Reseau International: Reflexion & Reinformation website 

(reseauinternational.net) 
 « » (territoryterror.org.ua) 

 «112» (112.ua) 
» (vgorode.ua ) 

Wikimedia (wikimedia.org) 
» (hromadskeradio.org) 

» (peace.in.ua)  
» (zakarpattya.net.ua) 

 « » 
(mgpz.org) 
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«UA Modna – » 
(uamodna.com) 

«Karpaty.ua — , , » (Karpaty.ua) 
«SvitPPT – » (svitppt.com.ua) 

» (karelin.org.ua) 
» (http://zbruc.eu) 

» (ounuis.info) 
» (initiativenational.blogspot.com) 

» 
(xviic.blogspot.com) 

 – » (likbez.org.ua) 
» (cn.archives.gov.ua) 

» (memory.gov.ua) 
: » (unian.ua) 

«Karpatnews.in.ua – » 
(karpatnews.in.ua) 

» 
(mediarnbo.org) 

 : « » –  
» (mif-medyza.ru) 

 
» (svitlytsia.crimea.ua) 

» (kievvlast.com.ua) 
» 

(booksite.ru) 
» 

(elenaperexodova.blogspot.com) 
.  –  

» (library.ndu.edu.ua) 
» (mama.ua) 

 – ,  
» (vsviti.com.ua) 

 «  : 
» (orthodox.kiev.ua) 

«Planet of Hotels» (planetofhotels.com) 
 ( )» (histpol.pl.ua) 

. . » 
(univer.kharkov.ua) 

«Education.ua – » (education.ua) 
«ArtLvivOnline ( )» (art.lviv-online.com) 

. » (malevich-art.ru) 
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» (kiev.zagranitsa.com)  
 « » (day.kyiv.ua) 

 KINO-KOLO» (kinokolo.ua) 
 – LiveJournal» (oleg-

leusenko.livejournal.com) 
? – » (sumno.com) 

» (forumdaily.com) 
» (polezner.ru) 

» (vk.com) 
«L'Officiel Online» (officiel-online.com) 
«Depo.ua: » (depo.ua) 

» (pizzatravel.com.ua) 
«Photoshare.ru / » (photoshare.ru) 

» (history-poltava.org.ua)  
, » (evpatori.ru) 

» (priroda36.ru) 
» (okraina.com.ua) 

 :  : » 
(litopys.com.ua) 

 : » (photo-
lviv.in.ua) 

 – » (vse.rv.ua) 
 : , , » 

(cv.changeua.com) 
» (worldpoesy.com) 

 :  
» (kameniar.lnu.edu.ua) 

 :  – » (kyiv.ridna.ua) 
» (castle-ua.com) 

 : » (nearyou.ru) 
» (dkhramov.dp.ua) 

«1576» (1576.com.ua) 
» (bigfoto.in.ua) 

» (museum.net.ua) 
» (kazimirmalevich.ru) 

 :  
» (odessa360.net) 

» (dic.academic.ru) 
, 5 :  

» (grushevskogo5.com) 
 UA» (nadovsem.in.ua) 
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: , » 
(hromadske.ua) 

+ :  » 
(shpolyanochka.com) 

» (screenplay.com.ua) 
 TV – !» (espreso.tv) 

» (zn.ua) 
 

» (ocsnau.okht.net) 
«Funtime – » (funtime.kiev.ua) 

, , » 
(tam-ua.com) 
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